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HE aged Belus, king of Babylon, 
thought himſelf the firſt man 


upon earth, for all his courtiers told him 


ſo, and his hiſtoriographers proved it. 


What might excuſe this ridiculous vani- | 
ty in him was, that, in fact, his prede- 
ceſſors had built Babylon upwards of 


230,000 years before him, and he had 


embelliſhed it. We know that his pa- 
lace and his park, ſituated at a few pa- 
taſangs from Babylon, extended between 


"008 — and the Tiger, which 
8B En, warn Fe 


„ THE PRINCESS 
waſhed thoſe enchanted banks. His 


vaſt houſe, three thouſand feet in front, 


almoſt reached the clouds. The plat- 


form was ſurrounded with a baluſtrade 


of white marble, fifty feet high, which 
| ſupported coloſſal ſtatues of all the kings 

and great men of the empire. This 
| platform, compoſed , of two rows of 
bricks, covered with a thick ſurface of 
lead from one extremity. to the other, 
| bore twelve feet of earth; and upon this 


72 earth were raiſed groves of olive, orange, 
Citron, palm, cocoa, and cinnamon trees, 


and ſtock gilliflowers, which formed al- 


leys that the rays af the ſur could. not 


penetrate. 


The waters of "A Rong: r unning, 
by the aſſiſtance of pumps, in a hundred 


canals into the vaſt marble baſons in 


this garden, and - afterwards falling by 
other canals, formed caſcades of ſix 


tdhouſand feet in length in the park, and 
a hundred thouſand jeto-d eau. whoſe 
n was ſcarce e tible; they after- 
82 wards 
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wards returned into the Euphrates, of 
which they were part. The gardens of 
Semiramis, which aſtoniſhed Afia ſeve- 
ral ages after; were only a feeble imita- 
tion of theſe ancient prodigies; for in 
the time of Semiramis, every thing be- 


gan to degenerate amongſt men and 


But what was more admirable in Ba- 
bylon, and eclipſed every thing elſe, was 


the only daughter of the king, named 


Formoſanta. It was from her pictures 
and ſtatues that in ſucceeding times Pra- 


 Xiteles ſculptured his Aphrodita, and 


the Venus of Medicis, Heavens! what 


a difference between the original and the 
copies | fo that Belus was prouder of his 


daughter than his kingdom. She was 
eighteen years old; it was neceſſary ſhe 


| ſhould have a huſband worthy of her: 
but where was he to be found? An an- 
cient oracle had ordained, that Formo- 


ſanta could not belong to any but him 
who could bend the bow of Nembrod.. 
_ I 


| = THE PRINCESS 
This Nembrod, the ſtrong hunter be- 


ins the Lord, had left a bow ſeventech 


| Babylonian feet in length, made of ebo- 


ny harder than the iron of mount Cau- 


caſus, which is wrought in the forges 


of Derbent; and no mortal ſince Nem- | 


brod could bend this aſtoniſhing bow. 


It was again ſaid, that the arm which 
ſhould bend this bow would kill the moſt 


terrible and ferocious lion that ſhould = 


be let looſe in the Circus of Babylon. 
This was not all; the bender of the 


bow, and the conqueror of the lion, 
ſhould overthrow all his rivals; but he 


was above all things to be very ſagacious, 
the moſt magnificent and moſt virtuous 
of men, and poſſeſs the "_ ner 


in the whole univerſe. 


Three kings appeared, who were bold: 


8 to claim Formoſanta; Pharaoh 
of Egypt, the Shah of India, and the great 
Khan of the Scythians. Belus appoint- 

ed the day and place of combat, which 
wWoas to be at the extremity of his park, 
in 
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in the vaſt extent ſurrounded by the joint 
waters of the Euphrates and the Tiger. 
Round the liſts a marble amphitheatre 
was erected, which might contain five 
hundred thouſand ſpectators. Oppoſite 
the amphitheatre was placed the kings 
throne ; he was to appear with Formo- 
ſanta, accompanied by the whole court; 1 
and on the right and left between the 
throne and the amphitheatre, there were 
other thrones and ſeats for the three 
kings, and for all the other ſoyereigns 
who were. deſirous to be pron at this | 
auguſt ceremony. 

The king of Egypt ien the fit, 
mounted upon the bull Apis, and hold- 


ing in his hand the cithern of Iſis. He 


was followed by two thouſand prieſts 
clad in linen veſtments whiter than 
ſnow, two thouſand eunuchs, two thou- 
ſand magicians, and two thouſand war- 
riors. | | | 
_ king of India came ſoon after: in 
| $: car drawn by twelve. elephants, He 
B 3 | had 


* 
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had a train till more numerous and 


more brilliant than Pharaoh of Egypt. 
The laſt who appeared was the king 

of the Scythians. He had none with 
' him but choſen warriors, armed with 


bows and arrows, He was mounted 


upon a ſuperb tyger, which he had tam- 
ed, and which was as tall as any of the 
fineſt Perſian horſes. The majeſtic and 


Important mien of this king effaced the 
appearance of his rivals; his naked 


arms, as neryous as they were white, 
ſeerned already to bend the bow of Nem- 
— | | | 


The tice princes tmdediately proſ- 


| es themſelves before Belus and F or- 


moſanta. The king of Egypt preſented 


the princeſs with two of the fineſt cro- 
codiles of the Nile, two ſea-horſes, two 
zebras, two Egyptian rats, and two 
mummies, with the books of the great 


Hermes, which he judged to be bas + 


reer thipgs upon earth. 


Ma, King © of India offered her a hun- 
| 5 d ted 


dted elephants, each bearing a wooden 


gilt tower, and laid at her feet the Ve- 


dam wrote 14 the hand of Laca — 


ſelf. 


The * of the REF who 3 
neither write nor read, preſented a hun- 
dred warlike horſes with black fox - ſKin 


nun 
The en 00 with a Sidi 


caſt-look before het lovers, and reclined 


herſelf with ſuch a grace as was at once 
modeſt and noble. | 
Belus ordered the kings to be con- 


ducted to the thrones that were prepar- 
ed for them. Would I had three daugh- 


ters, ſaid he to them, I ſhould make fix 


people this day happy! He then made 


the competitors caſt lots which ſhould 
try Nembrod's bow firſt, Their names 
inſcribed were put into a golden caſque. 
That of the Egyptian king came out 
firſt ; then the name of the king of In- 


dia appeared. The king of Scythia view- 


-- 
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ing the bow and his rivals, did not com- 
plain at being the third. 49420057" 
Whilſt theſe brilliant trials were pre · 
paring, twenty thouſand pages and 
twenty thouſand youthful maidens diſ- 
tributed, without any diſorder, refreſh- 
ments to the ſpectators between the rows 
of the ſeats. Every one acknowledged, 
that the gods had inſtituted kings for no 
other cauſe than every day to give feſti- 
vals, upon condition they ſhould. be di- 
verſified; that life is too ſhort ta be made 
any other uſe of; that law-ſuits, intrigues, 
wars, the altercations of theologiſts, 
which conſume human life, are horrible 
and abſurd ; that man is born only for 
happineſs ; that he would not paſſionate- 
ly and incefſantly purſue pleaſure, were 
he not deſigned for it; that the eſſence 
of human nature is to enjoy ourſelves, 
and all the reſt is folly. This excellent 
moral was never eee but 7 
n. 
Wphilſt Preparatgns were wo for 
— Feiermining 
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| determining the fate of Formoſanta, a 
young ſtranger, mounted upon an uni- 
corn, accompanied by his valet, mount- 
ed on alike animal, and bearing upon 
his hand a large bird, appeared at the 
barrier. The guards were ſurpriſed to 
_ obſerve in this equipage a figure that had 
an air of divinity. 'He had, as hath 
been fince related, the face of Adonis 
upon the body of Hercules; it was ma- 
jeſty accompanied by the graces. His 
black eye-brows and flowing fair treſſes 
wore a mixture of beauty unknown at 
Babylon, and charmed all obſervers. The 
whole amphitheatre roſe up, the better 
to view the ſtranger: all the ladies of the 
court viewed him with looks of aſtoniſn- 
ment. Formoſanta herſelf, who had hi- 
therto kept her eyes fixed upon the 
ground, raiſed them and bluſhed; the 
three kings turned pale; all the ſpecla- ” 
tors, in comparing Formoſanta with the 
ſtranger, cried out, There is no other in 


the 
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the world but this young man who cant 
be ſo handſome as the princeſs. 
The uſhers, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, 
_ aſked him if he was a king? The ſtranger 
replied, that he had not that honour, but 
that he had come very diſtant, excited 
by curioſity, to ſee if there were any 
king worthy of Formoſanta. He was 
Introduced into the firſt row of the am- 
phitheatre, with his valet, his two uni- 
corns, and his bird. He faluted with 
great reſpect Belus, his daughter, the 
three kings, and all the aſſembly. He 
then took his ſeat, not without bluſhing. 


His two unicorns lay down at his feet, 


bis bird perched upon his ſhoulder ; and 
- his valet, who carried a little bag, = 
ed himſelf by his fide. 
The trials began. The bow of . 
brod was taken out of its golden caſe. 
The firſt maſter of the ceremonies, fol- 
lowed by fifty pages, and preceded by 
twenty trumpets, preſented it to the king 
of Egypt, 288 made his * bleſs it; 
and 
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pho and ſupporting it upon the head of the 
bull Apis, he did not queſtion. his gain». 


ing this firſt victory. He diſmounted, 


and came into the middle of the Circus ; 
he tries, exerts all his ſtrength, and 


makes ſuch ridiculous contortions, that 
| the whole amphitheatre re-echoes with 


laughter, and F ormoſanta herſelf cannot 


= Reif ſmiling. 


His high almoner W him ; 


Let your majeſty give up this idle ho- 
nour, which depends ſolely upon the | 
nerves and muſcles ; you will triumph _ 


in every thing elſe. You will conquer 


the lion, as you are poſſeſſed of the 


ſabre of Ofiris. The princeſs of Baby- 


| Jon is to belong to the prince who is 


moſt ſagacious, and you have ſolved . 
znigmas, She is to wed the moſt vir- 


tuous: you are ſuch, as you have been 

| educated by the prieſts of Egypt. The 
moſt generous is to carry her, and you 
have preſented her with two of the hand- 


ſoroeft crocodiles, and two of the fineſt. 
„ 2” 19 7 5 rats 
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rats in all Delta. You are poſſeſſed of 
the bull Apis and the books of Hermes, 


which are the ſcarceſt things in the uni- 


verſe. No one can diſpute Formoſanta 


with you. You are in the right, ſaid the 


king of Egypt, and reſumed his throne, 


The bow was then put into the hands 


of the king of India. It bliſtered his 
| hands for a fortnight ; but he conſoled 


himſelf in preſuming, that the Scythian 
king would not be more fortunate than 
himſelf. | 

The Scythian handled the Lab in his 


turn. He united {kill with ftrength : 


the bow ſeemed to have ſome elaſticity 
in his hands ; he bent it a little, but he 
could never bring it any thing near a 


curve. The ſpectators, who had been 


prejudiced in his favour by his agreeable 
aſpect, lamented his ill ſucceſs, and con- 
cluded that the beautiful . would 
never be married. 

The unknown youth leaped into the 


* 


| OF BABYLON. 13 
” of Scythia faid, Your Majeſty need not 
be ſurpriſed at not having entirely ſuc- 
ceeded, Theſe ebony bows are made 
in my country; there is only one pecu- 
lar twiſt to give them. Your merit is 
greater in having bent it, than if I were 
to curve it. He then took an arrow, 
and placing it upon the. ſtring, bent the 
bow of Nembrod, and made the arrow 
fly beyond the gates. A million of hands 
at once applauded the prodigy. Babylon re- 
echoed with acclamations, and all the 
| women agreed how happy it was for ſo 
handſome a youth to be ſo ſtrong. 

He then took out of his pocket a 
ſmall ivory tablet, and wrote upon it with 
a golden pencil, fixed the tablet to the 
bow, and preſented it all together to the 
princeſs with ſuch a grace as charmed 
every ſpectator, He then modeſtly re- 
turned to his place between his bird and 
his valet. All Babylon was, in aſtoniſh- 
ment, the three kings were confounded, 
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14 THE PRINCESS 
whilſt the ſtranger did not ſeem to pay 


the leaſt attention to what had happened. 


Formoſanta was ſtill more ſurpriſed 


to read upon the ivory tablet tied to the 


bow, theſe verſes written in a Chal- 


dean! 4 


T'arc de l'amour eſt celui du bonheur; 


Vous le portez. Par vous ce Dieu vainqueur | 


Eſt devenu le maitre de la terre. 


Trois Rois puiſſants, trois rivaux aujourdhui 
Oſent pretendre à l'honneur de vous plaire. 
Je ne ſais pas qui votre cœur prefere, 


Mais Punivyers n Wow de lui“. 


This little toadrigat did not difpleaſs 
* prineeßz It was criticiſed. by ſome 


| * Nembrod's 1s the warlike bow :—The bow 
of love is that of happineſs This you bear, 
Through you the victorious god is become maſ- 
ter of the earth. T hree powerful kings, rivals 
of the day, have dared pretend to the honour 


of pleaſing you. I know not which your heart 


prefers, but. the whole univerſe muſt be jealous 
of him. 


fp 


0 


of 
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of the lords of the ancient court, who 
ſaid that formerly in good times, Belus 
would have been compared to the | ſun, 
and Formoſanta to the moon ; . his neck 
to a tower, and her breaſt. to a buſhel of 
wheat. They ſaid the ſtranger had no 
ſort of imagination, and that he had loſt 
ſight of the rules of true poetry ; but all 
the ladies thought the verſes very gallant. 
They were. aſtoniſhed that a man who 
handled a bow ſo well, ſhould have fo 
much wit. The lady of honour to the 
princeſs ſaid to her, Madam, what 
numerous talents are here entirely loſt! 
What benefit will this young man derive 
from his wit and Belus's bow ? Being 
admired, faid Formoſanta. Ah! ſaid the 
lady, one more madrigal, and he might 
very well be beloved! 

Nevertheleſs, Belus having cou 


his ſages declared, that though neither 


of theſe kings could bend the bow of 
Nembrod, his daughter was, neverthe- 
leſs, to be married, and that ſhe ſhould 

belong | 
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belong to him who could conquer tlie 


great lion, which was purpoſely in train 


ing in his great menagerie. The king 
of Egypt, upon whoſe education all the 


wiſdom of Egypt had been exhauſted, 


judged it very ridiculous to expoſe a king 
to the ferocity of wild beaſts in order to 
be married. He acknowledged, he con- 
ſidered the poſſeſſion of Formoſanta of 
ineſtimable value; but he imagined, that 


if the lion ſhould ſtrangle him, he could 


never wed this fair Babylonian. :. The 
king of India was of the ſame way of 
thinking with the Egyptian; they both 
concluded that the king of Babylon was 
laughing at them, and that they ſhould | 
ſend for armies to puniſh him; that they 
had many ſubjects, who would think 
themſelves highly honoured to die in the 
' ſervice of their maſters, without its coſt- 
ing them a ſingle hair of their ſacred 
heads; that they could eaſily dethrone 
the king of Babylon, and then they would 


draw lay for the fair Formoſanta. 


2 his 
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This agreement being made, the two 
kings fent each an expreſs into his reſ- 
pettive country, with orders to aſſemble | 
three hundred thouſand men to carry off 
Formofanta. 
However; the king of Scythia 8 
ed alone into the area with his ſcymetar 
in hand: He was not diſtractedly ena- 
thoured with Formoſanta' s charms ; glory 
till then had been his only 1 and 
it had led him to Babylon. He was 
| willing to ſhew; that if the kings of In- 
dia and Egypt were ſo prudent | as not to 
tilt with lions, he was courageous enough 
not to decline the combat, and he would 
repair the honour of diadems. His uns, 
common valour would not even allow D 
him to avail himſelf of the aſſiſtance of 
his tyger. „He advanced ſingly, lightly | 
armed with a ſhell caſque ornamented 


with gold, ſhaded with three horſes rails 
as white as ſnow. _ 


One ef the moſt enormous * ferg- 
clogs i lions ever fed upon the Antiliba- 


C Te nian 
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nian mountains, was let looſe upon "29S 
His tremendous talons appeared capa- 


| ble of tearing the three kings to pieces 
at once, and his gulls to devour them. 
The two proud champions flew with the 
utmoſt precipitancy and in the moſt rapid 


manner at each other. The courageous 


- Scythian plunged his ſword i into the lion's 
throat; but the point meeting with one 


of thoſe thick teeth that nothing can pe- 
netrate, was broke to ſhatters; and the 
monſter of the woods, more furious from 


his wound, had already impreſſed his 
bleeding claws into the monarch's ſides. 


_1*2The unknown youth, touched with 
the peril of ſo brave a prince, leapt into 


the area ſwift as lightning ; when he 
cut off the lion's head with as much 
dexterity as we have lately ſeen, in our 
carouſals, youthful knights knock of the 


heads of black images. 


Then drawing out a ſmall box, he 


preſented it to the Scythian king, ſay- 
ing to Kim, Your majeſty will there find 
| the 


i „ 
5 ; 
* 5 : * 
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the genuine dittany, which grows in my 
country. Vour glorious wounds will be 
healed in a moment. Accident alone 
| prevented your triumph over the lion ; 
your” valour is not the leſs to be admired. 
The Scytbian king, animated more 
with gratitude than jealouſy, thanked 
his benefactor; and after having tender- 
Iy embraced him, returned to his ſeat to 
| apply the dittany to his wounds. 8 
The ſtranger gave the lion's head to 
his valet, who having waſhed it at the 
great fountain which was beneath the 
amphitheatre, and drained all the blood, 
took an iron inſtrument out of his little 
bag, with which having drawn the lion's | 
| forty teeth, he ſupplied their place with 
forty diamonds of equal ie. 8 
His maſter, with his uſual modeſty, | 
returned to his place; he gave the lion's 
head. to his bird.: Beauteous bird, ſaid 
he, carry this mall homage, and lay it 
at the feet of Formoſanta. The bird 
winged his way with the dreadful 
o triumph 
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20 THE PRINCESS 
triumph in one of his pounces, and pre- 
ſented it to the princeſs, bending, with 
humility, his neck, and crouching before 
| her. The ſparkling diamonds dazzled | 
the eyes of every beholder. Such mag- 
| nificence was unknown even in ſuperb 
Babylon; the emerald, the topaz, the 
ſaphire, and the pyrope, were as yet 
conſidered as the moſt precious orna- 
ments. Belus and the whole court were 
ſtruck with admiration. The bird which 
preſented this preſent ſurpriſed them 
ſtill more. It was of the ſize of an eagle, 
but its eyes were as ſoft and tender, as 
thoſe of the eagle are fierce and threat- 
_ ening. Its bill was roſe-colour, and 
ſeemed ſomewhat to reſemble Formoſan- 
ta's handſome mouth. Its neck repre- 
ſented all the colours of Iris, but ſtill 
more lively and brilliant; gold, in a 
thouſand ſhades, littered upon its plu- 
mage; its feet reſembled a mixture of 
ſilver and purple; and the tails of thoſe 
Na birds which haye ſince drawn. 
Juno's 


2 
4 CIs un 5 
1 1 e P 0 
/ ed ned ds BER . 
K 3 — 


- 
e L * 
n yore 
5 K . Ä — 


OF BABYLON. 2x 
Jane's char, did not come up to the 


ſplendor of this bird's. 


' The attention, curioſity, aſtoniſhment, 


and extacy of the whole court, were di- 


vided between the jewels and the bird. 
He had perched upon the baluſtrade be- 
tween Belus and his daughter Formo- 
ſanta; ſhe flattered it, careſſed it, and 
kiſſed it. It ſeemed to receive her em- 


| braces with a mixture of pleaſure and 


reſpect. When the princeſs gave the 
bird a kiſs it returned the embrace, and 
then looked upon her with languiſhing 
eyes. She gave it biſcuits ahd piſtachoes, 
which it received in its purple-ſilyered 


| paw, and carried them to its bill with in- 


expreſſible grace. 
Belus, who had attentively conſidered 


the diamonds, concluded, that ſcarce any 
one of his provinces could repay fo. va» 

luable a preſent.' He ordered that more 
magnificent gifts ſhould be prepared for 


the firanget than thoſe that were deſtin- f 
e 13 


22 THE PRINCESS 1 
ed for the three monarchs. l This young | 
man, faid he, is doubtleſs ſon to the 
king of China, or of that part of the 
world called Europe, which I have heard | 
ſpoken of; or of Africa, which, it is | | 
ſaid, is in the neighbourhood of the. K- 
dcdm of Egypt. 
1 He directly ſent his firſt equerry to 
compliment the ſtranger, and aſk him, 
whether he was himſelf the ſovereign, 
or ſon to the ſovereign of -one of thoſe 
empires; and why, being poſſeſſed of 
ſuch ſurpriſing treaſures, he had come 
with nothing but a valet and a little 
bag! 8 
Whilſt the equerry nnd nn = 4 
the amphitheatre to execute his commiſ® | 
ſion, another valet arrived upon an uni- 
corn. This valet, addreſſing himſelf to 
the young man, ſaid, Ormar, your father 
21s approaching the end of his life: I am 
come to acquaint you with it. The 


ftranger | raiſed hy * to > heaven, whilſt 
X tears 
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OF BABYLON. 23 
tears ſtreamed from them, and anſwered 
only by ſaying, Let us depart. _ 

The equerry, after having paid Belus 8 
compliments to the conqueror of the 

lion, to the giver of the forty diamonds, 
and to the maſter of the beautiful bird, aſk- 
ed the valet, Of what kingdom was the 
father of this young hero ſovereign ? The 
valet replied, His father is an old ſhep- 
herd, who is much beloved in the diſ- 
tik. 

During this converſation, the ranger 
had already mounted his unicorn. He 
ſiaid to the equerry, My lord, vouchſafe to 
proſtrate me at the feet of Belus and his 
daughter. I muſt entreat her to take 
particular care of the bird I leave with 
her, as it is a nonpareil like herſelf. In 


| : uttering theſe laſt words he ſet off, and 


flew like lightning: the two valets fol- 
5 lowed him, and he was in an ogg out 

of fight. | N 
Formoſanta could not fs from 
making, The bird turning towards the 
5 C 5 |  amphi- 
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4 THE PRINCESS 
amphitheatre, where his maſter had been 
ſeated, ſeemed greatly afflicted to find | 
him gone: then viewing ſedfaſtly, the 
princeſs, and gently rubbing her beauti- 
ful hand with his bill, he ſeemed to be- 
troth himſelf to her ſervice. 

Belus, more aſtoniſhed than eyer, hear- 
ing that this very extraordinary youpg | 
man was the fon of a ſhepherd, could 
not believe it. He diſpatched meſſen- 
gers after him; but they ſoon returned 
with advice, that the three unicorns, up- 
on which theſe men were mounted, 
could not be come up with; and that 
according to the rate they went, they 
muſt 80 a hyndred Pe a day. 


$2. 


| Eyery o one EEO upon this ftrange, 1 
adventure, and wearied themſelves with 
| conjectures, How can the ſon of a ſhep- | 
herd make a preſent of forty large 
ee Han. | Kames it that be is 
" ; mounted 


OF, BABYLON. 2g 
mounted upon au unicorn? This bewil⸗ 


dered them, and Formoſanta, whilſt ſhe _ 


carefſed her bird, was , wok into a . ; 
found reverie, _ 175 | 
\ Princeſs Aldea, hee 3 
| who was very well ſhaped, and almoſt 
as handſome as Formoſanta, faid to her, 
Couſin, I know not whether this demi- 
god be the ſon of a ſhepherd; but me- 
thinks he has fulfilled all the conditions 
ſtipulated for your marriage. He has 
bent Nembrod's bow, he has conquered 
the lion, he has a great ſhare of ſenſe, 
having wrote for you a very pretty ex- 
tempore; and after having . preſented 
you with forty large diamonds, you can» 
not deny that he is the moſt, generous 
of men. In his bird he poſſeſſed the 
moſt curious thing upon earth. His vir- 
tue cannot be equalled, fince though he 
might have ſtaid with you, he departed. 
without heſitation, as ſoon as he heard 
his father was ill. The oracle is fulfill- 
FM __ in every particular, ener that 
ER, wherein 


26 THE PRINCESS 
wherein be is to overcome his rivals ; 
but he has done more, he has ſaved the 
life of the only competitor he had to 
fear; and when the object is beating the 
, Other two, I believe you cannot doubt | 
' that he will cafily facceed.  * 
All that you ſay is very true, replied 
| Netinbfans.” But is it poflible, that the 
greateſt of men, and perhaps the moſt 
amiable too, ſhould be the ſon of a 
ſhepherd : ? | 

The lady of honour Jinidg's in the con- 
verſation, ſaid, that the title of ſhep- 
herd was frequently given to kings; 
that they were called ſhepherds, becauſe 
they attended very cloſely their flocks ; 
that this was doubtleſs a piece of ill- 
timed pleaſantry in his valet; that this 
young hero had not come fo badly equip- | 
ped, but to ſhew how much his perſo- 
nal merit alone was above the faſtidious 
parade of kings. The princeſs made no 
anſwer but in giving her —_ a mented 
tender = 5 


A great 


$4 


or BABYLON = 
A great feſtival Was, nevertheleſs, | 
Site the three kings, 'and for all. 


the princes who were come to the feaſt. 
The king's daughter and niece were to 
do the honours. The king received pre- 
ſents worthy the magnificence of Baby- 


lon. Belus, during the time the repaſt 
was ſerving up,” aſſembled his council 


upon the marriage of the beautiful For- 


moſanta, and this is the way he deliver- 


ed himſelf as a great politician: 


J am old: I know not what longer to 
do with my daughter, or upon whom 
to beſtow her. He who deſerved her is 
nothing but a mean ſhepherd; the kings 


of India and Egypt are cowards; the 


king of the Scythians would be very 


_ agreeable to me, but he has not per- 
formed any one of the conditions impoſ- 


ed. I will again conſult the oracle. In 


the mean while, deliberate among you, 
and we will conclude agreeable to what 
the oracle ſays; for a king ſhould fol- 


low 
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26 THE PRINCESS 


tow nothing but the dictates of the i im» 
mortal gods. . 
He then repaired to the ads; the 
o oracle anſwered in. few words according 
to cuſtom, Thy daughter ſhall not be mar 
ried till ſbe has traverſed the globe. Belus 
returned i in aſtoniſhment to the council, 
5 and related this anſwer. | 
All the miniſters had a ſo reſ- 
pet for oracles 3 they therefore all 
agreed, or at leaſt appeared to agree, 
that they were the foundation of reli- 
gion; that reaſon ſhould be mute before 
them; that it was by their means that 
kings reigned over their people; that 
without oracles there would be neither 
virtue nor repoſe upon earth. 
At length, after having teſtified the 
tant profound veneration for them, they 
almoſt all concluded that this oracle wag 
 impertinent, and that he ſhould not be 
obeyed ; - that nothing could be more 
indecent. for a young woman, and par- 
7 ticularly 


* 


King determined that the princeſs: might 


OF BABYLON 29 
ticularly the daughter of the great king 
of Babylon, than to run about, without 
any particular deſtination; that this was 
the maſt certain method to prevent her 
being married, on elſe engage her in a 
clandeſtine, neat and ridiculous 
one; that, in a word, this oracle 5 
not common ſenſe. 

The youngeſt of the eainiters, named 
5 Qnadaſe, who bad more ſenſe than. the 

- reſt, ſaid; that the oracle doubtleſs meant 
ſome pilgrimage of devotion ; and offers: 

dd to bo the: princeſs s guide. The coun- 

cil approved of his opinion, but every 3 

ane was for being her equerry. The 


go thtee hundred paraſangs upon the road 
to Arabia, to the temple whoſe ſaint. 
had the. reputation of procuring young 
5 women happy marriages, and that the 
= of the, council; ſhould. accompany: 
Alfter this W went 
to we 


tar 


W 


SS 


2 1 
2 
be 0 
1 * 
FI 
+ 
19 
Va 
5 
r 
5 7 1 
5 
4 
If 
1 
3 
= 3 
275 
2 
If <« 
's 
ES 
#1-S. 
* 
* 
1 
bu 
1% 
*, 
$& 
4+ 
. 
IF 
* 
3 
Ae 
+ 2. 
+ 
LEM 
* 
>> 
** 
5 
5 
* 
9 
3 
1 
e 
. 
7 
1 
5 
1 
* 
Fe 
23 
. 7 
. * 
tb, . 4 
25 4 
* f 
1 
4 
5 
* 
* 
13 
9 
1 : 
179 [ 


8 


= TOE To AO OST tee pe ao 4 UNGER EC I n=" ys 
* Ia a 27 I > 2 18 * x N 5 TX 2 <7 =O h — * 
*. 8 * a 4 
** 4 
x 


@ | HE: PRINCESS » 


* mm 


- 7 8 r | We. 4 
* 
8. " " 
3. * 
* . 4 
EY.) \ 


Aube better of the Nr between 
- two caſcades, was erected an oval ſa- 
Joon, three hundred feet in diameter, 
whoſe azure rodf, interſected with golden 


ftars, repreſented all the conſtellations and 


planets, each in its proper ſtation ; and 


this cieling turned about, as well 'as the 
canopy; by machines as inviſible as thoſe 


which direct the celeſtial ' motions, - A 
hundred thouſand flambeaux incloſed in 


rich cryſtal cylinders, illuminated the 


out and infide of the dining-hall. A 
buffet with ſteps contained twenty thou- 
ſand vaſes and golden diſhes; and op- 
poſite ihe buffet, upon other ſteps, 
were ſeated a great number of muſicians. 
o other amphitheatres were deck- 


ed out, the one with the fruits of each 


| ſeaſon, the other with cryſtal decanters, 
in which * every kind of ae 
8 upon eartn. | 


The gueſts took their ſeats round a 
table 


OF. BABY LON: a 
table divided4 into compartments; which. 
reſembled flowers and fruits, all in pre- 
cious ſtones. The beautiful Formoſanta 
was placed between the kings of India 
and Egypt; the amiable Aldea next the 
king of Scythia. There were about 
thirty princes, and each was ſeated next 
one of the handſomeſt ladies of the court. 
The king of Babylon, who was in the 
middle, oppoſite his daughter, ſeemed di- 
vided between the chagrin of being yet 
unable to marry her; and the pleaſure of 
ſtill beholding her. Formoſanta aſked: 
leave to place her bird upon the table 
next her; the king approved of it. 

The muſic, which played, furniſhed 
every prince with an opportunity of con- 


verſing with his female neighbour. The 3 


feſtival was as agreeable as it was mag- 
nificent. A ragout was ſerved before 
Formoſanta, which her father was very 
fond of. The princeſs ſaid it ſhould be - 
carried to his Majeſty ; the bird imme- 
| . took hold of i it, and carried it in 
a mi- 
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a miraculous manner to the king. Nevef . | 


was any thing mote aſtoniſhing ar ſup- 
per. Belus careſſed it as much as his | 
daughter had done. The bird after- 
wards took its flight to return to her. 
Ie diſplayed in flying fo. fine a tail, and 


its extended wings ſet forth ſuch 4 


variety of brilliant colours, the gold of 
its plumage made ſuch. « dazzling eclat, 


the muſicians were ſtruck motionleſs, 


_ and-their inſtruments afforded: harmony 
no longer. None eat, no one ſpoke, 
nothing but a buzzing of admiration was 


to be heard. The princeſs of Babylon 


kiſſed it during the whole ſupper, with- 
out conſidering whether there were any 


kings in the world. Thoſe of India and 
Egypt felt, their ſpite and indignation 


rekindle with! double force, and they 
reſolved ſpeedily to ſet their three hun- 


dred thouſand men in motion to W 


revenge. 2 | | 
ar. for the king of Seguin) he's was 


41 il 1 engaged 


engaged in entertaining the beautiful 
Aldea: his haughty ſoul deſpiſing, with- 
out malice, Formoſanta's attention, | 
had conceived for her more indifference 
than reſentment. She is handſome, ſaid 
he, I acknowledge; but ſhe appears to 7 
me one of thoſe women who are entire: 
ly taken up with their own beauty, and 
who fancy that mankind are greatly 
obliged to them when they deign to ap- 
pear in public. I ſhould prefer an ugly 
complaiſant woman that teſtified ſome 
regard, to that beautiful ſtatue. You 
have, Madam, as many charms as ſhe 
poſſeſſes, and you condeſcend to con- 
verſe, at leaſt, with ſtrangers. I ac». 
knowledge to you with the ſincerity of 
a Scythian, that I prefer you to your 
couſin. He was, however, miſtaken in 
regard to the character of F ormoſanta; 
ſhe was not ſo diſdainful as ſhe appear- 
ed; but his compliments were very well 
received by princeſs Aldea. Their con- 
verſation became very intereſting; they 
e D+ - -” ;ö Ä“ 
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34 THE PRIN 2 ES 8 
were very well contented, and already 


certain of one > another before they left 
| Alter ſupper the gueſts walked ia the 
groves. The king of Scythia and Aldea 


did not fail ſeeking for a place of re- 


treat. Aldea, who was fincerity itſelf, 
thus declared herſelf to the prince: 
I do not hate my coufin though ſhe 


be handſomer than ' myſelf, and is de- 


ſtined for the throne of Babylon; the 
honour of pleaſing you may very well 
ſtand in the ſtead of charms. I prefer 


Scythia with you, to the crown of Baby- 


Jon without you. But this crown be- 


longs to me by right, if there be any 


right in the world; for I am the elder 
branch of N embrod, and Formoſanta is 
only of the younger. Her grandfather 
dethroned mine, and put him to death. 
_. Such, then, is the force of blood in 
the houſe of Babylon! ſaid the Scythian. 
What was your grandfather's name? He 
Was called Aldea like me; my, father 
1 1 bore 


— 
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bore the ſame name; he was baniſhed 


to the extremity of the empire with my 
mother ; and Belus after their death hav- 
ing nothing to fear from me, was will- 
ing to bring me up with his daughter. 
But he has n that 1 ſhall never 


| marry. 


1 will avenge the cute of your father, 


of your grandfather, and your cauſe, 


faid the king of Scythia. I am reſpon- 
ſible for your being married: I will car- 
ry you off the day after to-morrow by 


day-break ; for we muſt dine to-morrow 
with the king of Babylon; and I will 


return and ſupport your rights with three 


hundred thouſand men. I agree to it, 
faid the beauteous Aldea; and after hav- 
ing exchanged their words of honour, 


they ſeparated. 


The incomparable Formoſanta had 
been for a long time retired to reſt. She 
had ordered a little orange tree, in a filver ET 
caſe, to be placed by the ſide of her bed, 
chat her bird might perch upon it. Her 
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36 THE PRINCESS 
curtains were drawn, but ſhe was not in 
the leaſt diſpoſed to ſleep: her heart 


and her imagination were too much 
awake. The charming ſtranger was ever 
before her fight; ſhe fancied ſhe ſaw 
him ſhooting an arrow with Nembrod's 


| bow; ſhe contemplated him in the action 


of cutting off the lion's head ; ſhe re- 


: peated his madrigal ; at length, ſhe ſaw 
him retiring from the crowd upon his 


unicorn ;—tears, ſighs, and lamentations, 
overwhelmed her at this reflection.ä—At 
intervals ſhe cried out, Shall I then ne- 


ver ſee him more? Will he never re- 


turn? 

He will return, Madam, replied the 
bird from the top of the orange- tree. Can 
one once have ſeen you, and not deſire 
to ſee you again? | | 

Heavens! eternal powers! my bird 
ſpeaks the pureſt Chaldean. In utter- 
ing theſe words ſhe drew back the cur- 
tain, put out her hand to him, 
and knelt upon her bed, faying, Art 
RN | thou 


- | 
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thou a god deſcended upon earth? Art 
thou the great Oroſmade concealed un- 
der this beautiful plumage? If thou art, 
reſtore me this charming young man. 

I am nothing but a winged animal, 
replied the bird; but I was born at the 
time when all animals till ſpoke; when 
birds, ſerpents, aſſes, horſes, and grif- 
fins, converſed familiarly with man. I 
would not ſpeak before company, left 
your ladies of honour ſhould have taken 
me for a ſorcerer; I would not diſcover. 
myſelf to any but you. | 

Formoſanta was ſpeechleſs, bewilder- | 
ed, and intoxicated with ſo many won- 
ders: deſirous of puting a hundred queſ- 
tions to him at once, the at length aſk- 

ed him how old he was? Twenty-ſeven - 
thouſand nine hundred years and fix 
months, Madam; I date my age from 
the little revolution of heaven which your 
magi call the preceflion of the equi- 
noxes, and which is accompliſhed in 
about twenty-eight thouſand of your 

| Dg.. -. „ 
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years. There are revolutions of a much 
greater extent, ſo are there beings much 
older than me. It is twenty-two thou- 
ſand years ſince I learnt Chaldean in one 
of my travels. I have always had a very 
great taſte for the Chaldean language; 
but my brethren, the other animals, 
Have renounced ſpeaking in your climate. 
And why ſo, my divine bird? Alas! be- 
cauſe. men have accuſtomed themſelves 
to eat us, inſtead of converſing and in- 
ſtructing themſelves with us. Barbarians! 
ſhould they not have been convinced, 
that having the ſame organs with them, 
the. ſame ſentiments, the ſame wants, 
the ſame deſires, we had what is call- 
ed a ſoul, the ſame as them ; that we 
were their brothers, and that none ſhould 
be dreſſed and eat but the wicked? We 
are ſo far your brothers, that the Su- 
preme Being, the Omnipotent and Eter- 
nal Being, having made a compact with 
men, expreſly comprehended us in the 
treaty. He forbad you to nouriſh your- 
; ſelves 
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ſelves with our blood, and we to fuck 


tranſlated into ſo many languages, will 
be a teſtimony eternally ſubſiſting of the 


F 


yours“. 
The fables of your ancient Leeni 


happy commerce you formerly! carried 


on with us. They all begin with my 


words: In the time when beaſts ſpoke. 


is true, there are many females wa 


you who keep up an inceſſant converſa- 
tion with their dogs; but they have re- 


ſolved not to anſwer, ſince they have been 
compelled by whipping to go a-hunt- 
ing, and become accomplices in the 

murder of our ancient and common 


friends, ſtags, deers, hares, and partridges. 
You have ſtill ſome ancient poems 


in which horſes ſpeak, and your coach- 
men daily addreſs them in words; but 


in ſo barbarous a manner, and in utter- 


ing ſuch infamous expreſſions, that horſes, 
which formerly entertained ſo great a 


kindneſs for you, now deteſt you. 


4 See chapter ix. of Geben * iti. xviii. 
and xix. of Eceleſiaſt. 
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The country which is the refidence of 


your charming ſtranger, the moſt perfect 


of men, is the only one in which your 
ſpecies has continued to love ours, to con- 
verſe with us; and this is the only coun- 


try of the world where men are juſt. 


And where is this country of my dear 
Incognito ? what is the name of his em- 
pire? for I will no more believe he is a 
ſhepherd, than that you are a bat. 

| His country, madam, is that of the 
Gangarids, a virtuous and invincible 
people, who inhabit the eaſtern ſhore of 


the Ganges. The name of my friend is 
Amazan. He is no king; and I know not 


whether he would ſo much humble him- 
ſelf as to be one; he has too great a love 


for his fellow - countrymen; he is a ſhep- 
herd like them. But do not imagine 
that thoſe ſhepherds reſemble yours, 


who covered with rags and tatters watch 
their ſheep, far better clad than them- 


ſelves; who groan under the burthen of 
| ponstey. and who pay to an extortioner 


half 
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half the miſerable ſtipend of wages 


which they receive from their maſters. 
The Gangaridian ſhepherds are all born 
equal, are the maſters of innumerable 


herds, which cover their fields in con- 


ſtant verdure. They are never killed; 


it is a horrid crime towards the Ganges 
to kill and eat one's fellow- creature. 


Their wool is finer and more brilliant 


than the fineſt ſilk, and conſtitutes the 


greateſt traffic of the Eaſt. Beſides, the 
land of the Gangarids produces all that 


can flatter the deſires of man. Thoſe 


large diamonds which Amazan had the 
honour of preſenting you with, are from 


"= 2 mine which belongs to him. An uni- 


corn, on which you ſaw him mounted, 
is the uſual animal the Gangarids ride 
upon. It is the fineſt, the proudeſt, . 
moſt terrible, and at the ſame time moſt. 
gentle animal that ornaments the earth. 
A hundred Gangarids, with as many uni- 
corns, would be ſufficient to diſperſe i in- 
numerable armies, About twee 
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ago, a king of India was mad enough to 
want to conquer this nation: he appear- 
ed, followed by ten thouſand elephants 
and a million of warriors. The unicorns 
pierced the elephants, juſt as I have ſeen 
upon your table beads pierced in 


golden brochets. The warriors fell un- 


der the fabres of the Gangarids, like 
crops of rice mowed by the people of the 
Eaſt. The king was taken priſoner, with 
upwards of ſix thouſand men. He was 
bathed in the falutary water of the 
Ganges, . followed the regimen of the 
country, which conſiſts only of vege- 


tables, and in which nature there hath ' 
been amazingly liberal to nouriſh every 


breathing creature. Men who are fed 


with carnivorous aliments, and drenched 


with ſpirituous. liquors, have a ſharp 
aduſt blood, which turns their brains a 
hundred different ways. Their chief 
rage is a fury to ſpill their brother's blood), 


and laying waſte fertile plains to reign 


chaxet * Six full months were 
taken 


taken up in curing the king of India of 
his diſorder 3 when the phyſicians judg- 
ed that his pulſe was in a greater ſtate of 
tranquillity, they certified this to the 
council of the Gangarids. The council 
having followed the advice of the uni- 
corns, humanely ſent back the king of 
India, his ſilly court, and impotent war- 
riors, to their own country. This leſſon 
made them wiſe, and from that time 
the Indians reſpected the Gangarids, as 
ignorant men willing to be inſtructed re- 
vere the Chaldean philoſophers they can- 
not equal. Apropos, my dear bird, ſaid 
the princeſs to him, do the Gangarids 
profeſs any religion? have they one? 
Madam, we meet to return thanks 
to God on the days of the full moon: 
the men in a great temple made of ce- 
dar, and the women in another, to pre- 
vent their devotion being diverted: all 
the birds ne in a groves and the 5 
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44 THE PRINCESS 
upon us. We have in particular ſome. 
- parrots that preach wonderfully well. 

Such is the country of my dear Ama- 
Kran; there I reſide: my friendſhip for 
him is as great as the love with which 


he has inſpired you. If you will credit 
me, we will ſet out together, and you 
ſhall pay him a viſit. 


Really, my dear bird, this is a very 


pretty profeſſion of yours, replied the 
princeſs ſmiling, and who flamed with 
defire to undertake the journey, but did 


not dare ſay ſo. I ſerve my friend, ſaid 
the bird; and after the happineſs of lov- 


ing you, the greateſt is to be an aſſiſtant 
in your amours. 


Formoſanta was quite faſcinated ; ſhe 


fancied herſelf tranſported from earth. 
All ſhe had ſeen that day, all ſhe then 
| faw, all ſhe heard, and particularly what 
the felt in her heart, ſo raviſhed her, 


as far to ſurpaſs what thoſe fortunate 


Miuſſolmen now feel, who, diſencum- 


bo fre m heir terreſtrial ties, find 
„ f them- 5 


_ 
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bird; how it happened that he had liv 
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themſelves in the ninth heaven in the 
arms of their Houris, ſurrounded and pe- 


nn with rey and celeſtial en 


4 


She Cone the W crak in a 
ing of Amazan. She no longer called 
him any thing but her ſhepherd ; and 


from this time it was that the names of 
Shepherd and Lover were indiſcriminate- 
I uſed throughout every nation. 


Sometimes ſhe aſked the bird whether 


Amazan had had any other miſtreſſes. 


He anſwered no, and ſhe was at the 


ſummit of felicity. Sometimes ſhe aſk- 
ed how he paſſed his life; and ſhe, with 


tranſport, learnt, that it was employed 


in doing good, in cultivating arts, in 


penetrating into the ſecrets of nature, 


and improving himſelf. She at times 


Wanted to know if the ſoul of her lover 


was of the ſame nature as that of her 
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46 THE PRINCESS 
ed twenty thouſand years, when her 
lover was not above eighteen or nine- 
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teen. She put a hundred ſuch queſtions, 
to which the bird replied with ſuch diſ- 


cretion as excited her curiofity. At 
length fleep cloſed their eyes, and yielded 


up Formoſanta to the ſweet delufion of 


dreams ſent by the gods, which ſome- 


times ſurpaſs reality itſelf, and which all 


the philoſophy of the Chaldeans can 
ſcarce explain. 

Formoſanta did not wake till very late, 
The day was far advanced, when the 
king. her father entered her chamber. 


The bird received his majeſty with re- 


ſpectful politeneſs, went before him, 


fluttered his wings, ſtretched his neck, 
and then replaced himſelf upon his 


orange tree. The king ſeated himſelf 
upon his daughter's bed, whoſe dreams 
had made her ſtill more beautiful. His 
large beard approached her lovely face, 
undi after having twice embraced her, he 


ſpolce to her in theſe words: 


Fr p 


My 


nnen Lela, 8 n 
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My dear daughter, you could not 
yefterdhy find a huſband agreeable to my 
wiſhes, you nevertheleſs muſt marry; 
the proſperity of my empire requires it. 
I have conſulted the oracle, which you 
know never errs, and which directs all 
my conduct. His commands are, that 
| you ſhould traverſe the globe: vou muſt 
therefore begin your journey. —Ah ! 
doubtleſs, to the Gangarids, ſaid the 
princeſs; and in uttering theſe words, 
which eſcaped her, ſhe was ſenſible of 
her indiſcretion. The king, who was 
utterly ignorant of geography, aſked her 
what ſhe meant by the Gangarids? She 
eaſily diverted the queſtion. The king 
told her ſhe muſt go upon a pilgrimage; 
that he had appointed the perſons who 
were to attend her, the dean of the 
' counſellors of ſtate, the high almoner, 
a lady of honour, a phyſician, an {apo- 
thecary, her bird, and all —_— do- 
aal, — 
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of her father s palace, and who till the 


arrival of the three kings and Amazan 
had led a very inſipid life, according to 


the etiquette of rank and the parade 

of pleaſure, was charmed at ſetting out 
upon a pilgrimage. Who knows, ſaid 
ſhe, whiſpering to her heart, if the gods 
may not inſpire Amazan with the like 
defire of going to the ſame chapel, and 
I may have the happineſs of again ſeeing 


the pilgrim? She affectionately thank- 


ed her father, ſaying ſhe had always en- 

tertained a ſecret devotion for the ſaint | 

ſhe was going to viſit. 5 
Belus gave an excellent dinner to his 


gueſts, who were all men. They form- 


ed a very ill aſſorted company; kings, 
princes, miniſters, pontiffs, all jealous of 


each other ; all weighing their words, 
and equally embarraſſed with their neigh- 
bours and themſelves. The tepaſt was 
very gloomy, though they drank pretty 
freely. The princeſſes remained in their 
apartments, * netiag upon their 

reſpective 
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reſpective journey. They dined at their 
little cover. Formoſanta afterwards 
| walked in the gardens with her dear 
bird, who, to amuſe her, flew from tree 
to tree, diſplaying his Oey tail and we 
vine plumage. 

The king of Egypt, Fry was wand 
with wine, not to ſay drunk, aſked one 
of his pages for a bow and arrow. This' 
prince was, in truth, the moſt unſkilful 
archer in his whole kingdom. When 
he aimed at a mark, the place of the 
greateſt ſafety was generally the ſpot 
he 'hit. But the beautiful bird flying as 
ſwiftly as the arrow, ſeemed to court it, 
and fell bleeding in the arms of Formo- 
ſanta. The Egyptian, burſting into a 
fooliſh laugh, retired to his place. The 
princeſs rent the ſkies with her moans, 
melted into tears, tore her hair and beat 
her breaſt. The dying bird ſaid to her, 
in a low voice, Burn me, and fail not 


d carry my aſhes to the eaſt of the an- 


7 eient City of Aden or Eden, and expoſe 
E˖ö ae 
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them to the ſun upon a little pile of 
cloves and cinnamon: after having utter- 
ed theſe words he expired. Formoſan- 
ta was for a long time in a ſwoon, and 
ſaw the light again only to burſt in ſighs. 
and groans. Her father partaking of 
her grief, and imprecating the king of 
Egypt, did not doubt but this accident 
foretold ſome fatal event. He went 
haſtily to conſult the oracle of his chapel. 
The oracle replied, A mixture of every 
thing, life and death, infidelity and conſtan- 
cy, loſs and gain, calamities and good for- 
tune. Neither he nor his council could 
| comprehend any meaning in this reply; 
but, at length, he was ſatisfied with hav- 1 
ing fulfilled the duties of devotion. 

His daughter was bathed in tears, 
whülſt he conſulted the oracle; ſhe paid 
the funeral obſequies to the bird, which 
he had directed, and reſolved to carry 
its remains into Arabia at the riſk of 
her life. He was burnt in incombuſti- 
ble flax, with the orange-tree on which 

F Fo a IFRS he 
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he uſed to perch. She gathered up the 
aſhes in a little golden vaſe, ſet with 
rubies and the diamonds taken from the 
lion's mouth. Oh! that ſhe could, in- 
ſtead of fulfilling this melancholy duty, 
have burnt alive the deteſtable king of 
Egypt! This was her fole wiſh. She, in 
ſpite, put to death the two crocodiles, 
his two ſea-horſes, his two zebras, his 
two rats, and had his two mummies 
thrown into the Euphrates, Had ſhe 
been poſſeſſed of his bull Apis, ſhe would 
not have ſpared him. | 

The king of Egypt, tage at this 
affront, ſet out immediately to forward 
his three hundred thouſand men. The 

king of India ſeeing his ally depart, ſet 
off alſo upon his return the ſame day, 
with a firm intention of joining his three = 
hundred thouſand Indians to the Egyp- 
tian army. The king of Scythia de- 
camped in the night with the princeſs 
Aldea, fully reſolved to fight for her at 
the head of three hundred thouſand 
E 2 Scythians, 
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Scythians, and to reſtore her the inhe- 


ritance of Babylon, which was her right, 
as ſhe was deſcended from the elder 
branch. 59 


As to the beautiful Formoſanta, ſhe 


ſet ont at three in the morning with her . 
caravan of pilgrims, flattering herſelf 


that ſhe might go into Arabia, and exe- 
cute the laſt will of her bird; and that 


the juſtice of the gods would reſtore her 
4 the dear Amazan, without whom life 
| was become inſupportable. 


When the king of Babylon debts 


he found all his company gone. How 
mighty feſtivals terminate, ſaid he; and 


what a ſurpriſing vacuum they leave in 
the ſoul, when the hurry is over! But 


he was tranſported with a rage truly 


royal, when he found that princeſs Aldea 


was carried off. He ordered all his mi- 


niſters to be called up, and the coun- 
eil to be convened. Whilſt they were 
drefling, he failed not to conſult the ora- 
cle; but he could never get from it any 


other 


9 
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other than theſe words, ſo celebrated 
fince throughout the univerſe: When 


girls are not married by their relations, 


they marry themſelves. 


Orders were immediately iſſued to 
march three hundred thouſand men 


againſt the king of Scythia, Thus was 
the torch of the moſt dreadful war light- 


ed up, which was produced by the 


amuſements of the fineſt feſtival ever 
given upon earth. Aſia was upon the 
point of being over-run by four armies, 
of three hundred thouſand men each. 
It is plain, that the war of Troy, which 
' aſtoniſhed the world ſome ages after, 
was mere childrens play in compariſon 
to this ; but it ſhould alſo be conſidered, 
that in the Trojans quarrel, the object 
was nothing more than a very libidinous 


old woman, who had contrived to be twice 


run away with; whereas, in this caſe, 

the cauſe was tripartite—two girls and 

4 bird. 

The king of India went to meet hiſs 
Sq -- army 
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army upon the large fine road which 
then led ſtraight to Babylon, at Cache- 
mir. The king of Scythia flew with 
Aldea by the fine road which led to 
mount Immaus. All theſe fine roads 
have diſappeared in a ſeries of time, by 
reaſon of bad government. The king 
. of Egypt had marched to the weſt, along 
the coaſt of the little Mediterranean ſea, 
which the ignorant Hebrews have ſince 
called the Great Sea. 2 
As to the charming 1 he 
purſued the road of Baſſora, planted with 
_ lofty palm trees, which furniſhed a per- 


petual ſhade, and fruits at all ſeaſons, 


The temple in which ſhe was to perform 

her pilgrimage, was in Baſſora itſelf. The 
faint to whom this temple had been de- 
dicated, was pretty nearly i in the ſtyle of 
him who was afterwards adored at Lamp- 
facus, He not only procured young 
women huſbands, but he often ſupplied 


1 huſband's place. He was the holieſt 
ſaint in all Alis. 


6 . | * 
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Formoſanta had no ſort of inclination 


for the ſaint of Baſſora; ſhe only invok- 
ed her dear Gangaridian ſhepherd, her 


charming Amazan. She propoſed em- 
barking at Baſſora, and landing in Ara- 


bia Felix, to perform what "oo deceaſed 


bird had commanded. 
At the third ſtage, ſcarce had ſhe en- 


tered into a fine inn, where her har- 
bingers had made all the neceſſary pre- 


parations for her, when ſhe learnt that 


the king of Egypt was arrived there alſo. | 


Informed. by his emiſſaries of the prin- 


ceſs's route, he immediately altered his 


courſe, followed by a numerous eſcort. 


Having alighted, he placed centinels at 
all the doors; then repaired to the beau- 


tiful Formoſanta's apartment, when he 
addreſſed her by ſaying, Miſs, you are 
the lady I was in queſt of ; ycu paid me 


very little attention when I was at Ba- 


bylon ; it is juſt to puniſh ſcornful capri- 
cious women : you will, if you pleaſe, 


be Kind enough to ſup with me to- 


4 . 
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night; you will have no other bed than 
mine, and I ſhall behave to you accord- 


ing as I am ſatisfied with you. 
Formoſanta ſaw very well that ſhe 

was not the ſtrongeſt ; ſhe judged that 

good ſenſe conſiſted in knowing how to 


conform to one's ſituation ; ſhe reſolved 
to get rid of the king of {Egypt by an 


innocent ſtratagem: ſhe looked to him 
through the corners of her eyes, which 


after ages has called ogling ; and thus 
ſhe ſpoke to him, with a modeſty, grace, 


and ſweetneſs, a confuſion, and a thou- 

ſand other charms, which would have 
made the wiſeſt man a fool, and deceiy- 
ed the moſt diſcerning * 


I acknowledge, Sir, I always appear- 
ed with a downcaſt look, when you did 

the king my father the honour of viſit- 
ing him. : I had ſome apprehenſions for 


my heart, I dreaded my too great ſim- 
plicity; I trembled leſt my father and 
6 your rivals ſhould obſerve the preference 


I gave 4 and which you ſo highly 


deſerved, 
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2 deſerved. can now declare my ſenti- 
ments. I ſwear by the bull Apis, which 
after you is the thing I reſpect the moſt 
in the world, that your propoſals have 
enchanted me. I have already ſupped 
with you at my father's, and I will ſup 
again here with you, without his being 
of the party; all that I requeſt of you 
is, that your high almoner ſhould drink 
with us: he appeared to me at Babylon 
to be an excellent gueſt; I have ſome 
Chiras wine remarkably good, I will 
make you both taſte it. As to your 
ſecond propoſition, it is very engaging ; 
but a girl well brought up ſhould not 
_ dwell upon it; ſatisfy yourſelf with being 
informed, that I conſider you as the great- 
eſt of kings, and the moſt amiable of 
men. | 
This Uiſcourſe — the king of 
havin head; he agreed to have the 
almoner's company. I have another fa. 
vour to aſk you, faid the princeſs, which 
is to allow me to ſpeak to my apothe- | 


"CEE. 
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.cary;. women have always ſome little 
ails that require attention, ſuch as va- 
pours in the head, palpitations of the 
heart, colics, and the like, which at 
particular times require ſome afliſtance ; 
in a word, I at preſent ſtand in need of 
my apothecary, and I hope you will 
not reine me this fight teſtimony of 


ww | 
MiG, replied the king of Fares 
{though the deſigns of an apothecary are 


directly oppolite to mine, and the objects 
of his art are directly contrary to thoſe of 
mine, I know life too well to refuſe you 
ſo juſt a demand; I will order him to 
attend you whilſt ſupper is preparing. 
1 imagine you muſt be ſomewhat fatigued 
by the journey; you will alſo have occa- 


ſion for a chamber-maid, you may order 


her you like beſt to attend you; I will 
afterwards wait your commands and con- 
veniency. He retired, and the apothe- 


eary and chamber-maid, named Irla, en- 
tered. Tac Prigcnls had an entire con- 
0 | fidence 
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: e in her; ſhe ordered her to bring 
ſix bottles of Chiras wine for ſupper, and 
to make all the centinels, who had her 
officers under arreſt, drink the ſame; 
then ſhe recommended her apothecary 
to infuſe in all the bottles certain phar- 
maceutic drugs, which made thoſe who 
took them ſleep twenty-four hours, and 
with which he was always provided. 
She was punctually obeyed. The king 
returned with his high almoner in about 
- half an hour's time; the converſation at 
ſupper was very gay; the king and the 
prieſt emptied the ſix bottles, and ac- 
 knowledged there was no ſuch good wine 
in Egypt: the chamber-maid was atten- 
tive to make the ſervants in waiting 
drink. As for the princeſs, ſhe took 
great care not to drink any herſelf, ſay- 
ing, That ſhe was ordered by her phy- 
ſician a particular regimen. They wete 
all preſently aſleep. : | 
The king of Egypt's almoner had:o one 
of the fineſt beards that a man of his 


rank 
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rank could wear. Formoſanta lopt it 


8 off very {kilfully ; then ſewing it to a 
ribbon, ſhe put it on her own chin, She 


then dreſſed herſelf in the prieſt's robes, 
and decked herſelf in all the marks of 


his dignity, and her- waiting-maid clad 
| herſelf like the ſacriſtan of the goddeſs 
Iſis; at length, having furniſhed herſelf 
with his urn and jewels, ſhe ſet out from 
the inn amidſt the centinels, who were 
aſleep like their maſter. Her attendant 
had taken care to have two horſes ready 


at the door. The princeſs could not 


take with her any of the officers of her 


train; they would have been ſtopt 1 the 


great guards. 


Formoſanta and Irla ke thigh 


ſeveral ranks of ſoldiers, who taking the 


princeſs for the high-prieſt, called __ 


My moſt Reverend Father in God, and 


aſked his bleſſing. The two fugitives 


arrived in twenty-four hours at Baſſora, 


before the king awoke. They then threw : 


on their Ty * which might have 


created 
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created ſome ſuſpicion. They fitted out 
with all poſſible expedition a ſhip, which 
carried them by the ſtreights of Ormus, 
to the beautiful banks of Eden in Arabia 
Felix. This was that Eden, whoſe gar- 
dens were ſo famous, that they haye fince 
been the reſidence of the juſteſt of man- 
kind; they were the model of the Ely- 
ſian-fields, the gardens of the Heſperides, 
and thoſe of the Fortunate Iſlands ; for in 
thoſe warm climates men imagined there 
could be no greater felicity than ſhades. 
and murmuring brooks. To live eter- 
nally in heaven with the Supreme Being, 
or to walk in the garden of paradiſe, 
was the ſame thing to thoſe who inceſ- 
ſantly ſpoke without underſtanding one 
another, and who could ſcarce have any 
diſtin& ideas or juſt expreſſions. 

As ſoon as the princeſs found herſelf 
in this land, her firſt care was to pay 
her dear bird the funeral obſequies he 
had required of her. Her beautiful 

| Hands prepared a ſmall Pile of cloves and 
| cinnamon. ; 
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einnamon- What was her ſurprize, 
when having ſpread the aſhes of the bird 


upon this pile, ſhe ſaw it blaze of itſelf. 
They were all preſently conſumed. In 


the -place of the aſhes there appeared 
nothing but a large egg, from whence 
ſhe aw her bird iffue more brilliant than 
ever. This was one of the moſt happy 
moments the princeſs had ever expe- 


rienced in her whole life; there was 


but another that could ever be dearer to 
her; it was the object of her * 
but almoſt beyond her hopes. 

I plainly ſee, ſaid ſhe to the bird, you 
are the phænix which I have heard fo 
much ſpoken of. I am almoſt ready to 


expire with joy and aſtoniſhment. I 
did not believe in your reſutrection; but 


it is my good fortune to be convinced of 
it. Reſurrection, Madam, ſaid the 


pPheænix to her, is one of the moſt ſimple 
things in the world. There is nothing more 


aſtoniſhing in being born twice than once. 
1 dag i in this world 1 is the effect of 
1 reſur- 
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we urrection; caterpillars are e 


rated into butterflies; a kernel put into 
the earth is regenerated into a tree. All 


animals buried in the earth regenerate into 
vegetations, herbs and plants, and nouriſh 
other animals, of which they ſpeedily 
5 compoſe part of the ſubſtance; all par- 
ticles which compoſed bodies are tranſ- 
formed into different beings; It is true, 


that I am the only one to whom Orof- 


made has granted the favour of regenth 
rating in my own form. 
Fiormoſanta, who from the moment 
ſhe. firſt ſaw Amazan and the phænix, 
had paſſed all her time in -a round of 


_ aſtoniſhment, ſaid to him, I can eaſily 
conceive that the Supreme Being may 
form out of your aſhes a phænix nearly 


reſembling yourſelf ; but that you ſhould 
be preciſely the ſame perſon, that yon 
mould have the ſame ſoul, is a thing, I 
acknowledge, I cannot very clearly com- 
prehend. What bees of your ſoul, 
CES | when 
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64 THE PRINCESS 
when I carried you in my pocket after 
your death? 

Good heavens, Madam !. is it not as 


eaſy for the great Oroſmade to continue 
| action upon a ſingle atom of my being, 


as to begin afreſh this action? He had 


before granted me ſenſation, memory, 
and thought; he grants them to me 
again; whether he united this favour 
to an atom of elementary fire latent with- 
in me, or the aſſemblage of my organs, 
is, in reality, of no conſequence ; men, 
as well as phznixes, are equally ignorant 
how things come to paſs ; but the great- 
eſt favour the Supreme Being has be- 
ſtowed upon me, is to regenerate me for 
you. Oh! that I may paſs the twen- 
| ty-ceight thouſand years which I have 
ſtill to live before my next reſurrection, 
with you and my dear Amazan Os 

My dear phænix, remember what you 
firſt told me at Babylon, which I ſhall never 
forget, and which flattered me with the 
POPs of ſain on my dear ſhepherd, 
whom 


OF BABYLON. 65 
whom 1 idolize; we muſt abſolutely pay 
the Gangarids a viſit together, and I muſt 
carry him back with me to Babylon. 
This is preciſely my defign, ſaid the 
phænix; there is not a moment to loſe. 


We muſt go in ſearch of Amazan by 


the ſhorteſt road, that is through the 
air. There are in Arabia Felix two 
| griffins, who are my particular friends, 

who live only a hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand leagues from hence; I am going to 
write to them by the pigeons poſt, and 
they will be here before night. We ſhall 
have time to work you a little convenient 
_ canopy with drawers,- in which you may 


place your proviſions. You will be quite 


at your eaſe in this vehicle, with your 
maid. Theſe two griffins are the moſt 
vigorous of their kind; each of them 
will ſupport one of the poles of the ca- 

nopy between their claws. But, once for 8 


all, time is very precious. He imme- 


dlately went with Formoſanta to order 


the canopy at an upholſterer s of his 


. acquaint- 
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acquaintance. It was made complete in 
four hours. In the drawers were placed 
ſmall fine loaves, biſcuits ſuperior to 
thoſe of Babylon, large lemons, pine- 
apples, cocoa and piſtacho nuts, Eden 
wine, which is as ſuperior to that of 
Chiras, as Chiras is to that of Surinam. 
The canopy was as light as it was 
commodious and ſolid. The two grif- 
fins arrived at Eden by the appointed 
time. Formoſanta and Irla placed them- 
| ſelves in the vehicle. The two griffins 
| carried it off like a feather. The phe- 
nix ſometimes flew after it, and ſome- 
times perched upon its back. The two 
griffins winged their way towards the 
Ganges with the velocity of an arrow 
which rends the air. They never ſtopt 
but a moment at night, for the travel- 
lers to take ſome refreſhment, and the 
carriers to take a draught of water. 
They at length reached the country 
of the Gangarids. The princeſs's heart 
1 47500 why with hope, 25 and joy. The 
N | phznix 
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| phznix ſtopt the vehicle before the 


Amazan's houſe; he deſired to ſpeak 
with him; but he had been abſent from 
home three hours, | without any one 
knowing whither he was gone. 

There are no words, even in the Gan- 


garidian language, that could expreſs . 


Formoſanta's extreme deſpair. Alas ! 
this is what I dreaded, faid the phænix: 


the three hours which you paſſed at the 
inn upon the road to Baſſora with that 
wretched king of Egypt, have perhaps 


been at the price of the happineſs of your 
whole life; 11 very much fear we have 
Toft Amazan, without the poſſibility of 
recovering him. 

He then aſked the ſervants, if they 


could falute the lady his mother? Se 
anſwered her huſband had died only two 
days before, and ſhe could ſpeak to no 

one. The phznix, who was not with» 


out influence in the houſe, introduced 


the princeſs of Babylon into a ſaloon, 


the walls of which were covered with 


4 ® 


Ps. orange 
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orange-tree-wood inlaid with ivory. 


The inferior ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, 
who were dreſſed in long white gar- 


ments with gold-coloured trimmings, 
ſerved her up in a hundred plain porcelain 
baſkets, a hundred various delicious 
meats, amongſt which no diſguiſed car- 
caſſes were to be ſeen; they conſiſted 
of rice, ſago, vermicelli, macaroni, ome- 
lets, milk-eggs, cream, cheeſe, paſtry 
of every kind, vegetables, fruit peculiar- 


ly odoriferous and grateful to the taſte, 


of which no idea can be formed in other 
climates; and they were accompanied with 


a profuſion of refreſhing oY ſupe- 


tior to the fineſt wine. | 
| Whilſt the princeſs regaled herſelf, 
ſeated upon a bed of roſes, four pea- 


| cocks, who were luckily mute, fanned 
her with their brilliant wings; two hun- 


dred birds, one hundred ſhepherds and 


ſhepherdeſſes, warbled a concert in two 


different choirs ; the nightingales, thiſtle- 
finches, linnets, chaffinches, ſung. the 
5 higher 
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higher notes with the hepherdeſſes; and 


the ſhepherds ſung the tenor and the 
baſs. The princeſs acknowledged, that 


if there was more magnificence at Ba- 
bylon, nature was infinitely more agree- 


able among the Gangarids : but whilſt 


this conſolatory and voluptuous muſic 


was playing, tears flowed from her eyes, | 


whilſt ſhe ſaid to the damſel Irla, Theſe 
ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, theſe night- 
ingales, theſe linnets, are making love ; 
and for my part, I am deprived of the 


Gangaridian hero, the worthy object of 


my moſt tender and impatient deſires. 
Whilſt ſhe was taking this collation, 


and tears and admiration kept pace with 
cach other, the phænix addreſſed him- 
ſelf to Amazan's mother, ſaying, Ma- 


dam, you cannot avoid ſeeing the prin- 
ceſs of Babylon; you know—I know 
every thing, ſaid ſhe, even her adventure 


at the inn upon the road to Baſſora; a 


black- bird related the whole to me this 


x morning; and this cruel black-bird is the 


* cauſe 
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 -o THE PRINCESS 
cauſe of my ſon's going mad, and leav- 
ing | his paternal. abode.—You do not 
know, then, that the princeſs regene- 
rated me?—No, my dear child, the black- 
bird told me that you were dead, and 
this made me inconſolable. I was ſo 
afflicted at this loſs, the death of my 
huſband, and the precipitate flight of my 
ſon, that I ordered my door to be ſhut 


to every one. But ſince the princeſs of 


Babylon has done me the honour of pay- 
ing me a viſit, I beg ſhe may be imme- 
diately introduced; I have matters of the 


laſt importance to .acquaint her with, 


and I chuſe you ſhould be preſent, . She 
then went to meet the princeſs in ano» 
ther ſaloon. She could not walk very 


well; this lady was about three hundred 


years old; but ſhe had ſtill fome agree- 
able veſtiges of beauty: it might be diſ- 
covered, that about her two hundred - 


and thirtieth, or two hundred and fortieth 
year, ſhe muſt have been a moſt charm- 
ing woman, She yeexived Formoſanta 
of 1 with 
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with a reſpectful nobleneſs, blended with 


an air of intereſt and chagrin, which 
made a very lively W _ the 


_ princeſs. 0 


Formoſanta immediately paid ber 9 


compliments of condolence upon her 
huſband's death. Alas! ſaid the widow, 


you have more reaſon to lament his death 


than you imagine. I am, doubtleſs, 


greatly afflicted, faid Formoſanta, he was 
here a flood of tears 


father to = 
prevented her from going on. For his 
ſake only I undertook this journey, 
amidſt many perils, and narrowly eſcap- 


ed many dangers. For him I left my 


father, and the moſt ſplendid court in the 
_ univerſe, I was detained by a king of 
Egypt, whom I deteſt. Having eſcap- 
ed from this raviſher, I have traverſed 
the air, in ſearch of the only man I love. 
When I arrive, he flies from me Here 
fighs and tears ſtopt her farther harangue. 
. His mother then ſaid to her, Madam, 
when the king of Egypt raviſhed you, 
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, when you ſupped with him at an inn 
upon the road to Baſſora, when your 
beautiful hands filled him bumpers of 
Chiras wine, did you obſerve a black- 
bird that flew about the room ? Yes, 
really, ſaid the princeſs, I do now recol- 
lect there was ſuch a bird, though I did 
not then pay it any kind of attention ; 
but in collecting my ideas, I now re- 
member well, that at the inſtant when 
the king of Egypt got up from table to 
give me a kiſs, the black- bird flew. out 
at the window, in giving a loud cry. 
and never appeared after. | 
Alas! Madam, reſumed Amazan's 
mother, this is preciſely the cauſe of 
all our misfortunes: my ſon had diſ- 
patched this black-bird to gain intelli- 
gence of your health, and all that paſt 
at Babylon. He propoſed ſpeedily to re- 
turn, throw himſelf at your feet, and 


cConſecrate to you the remainder of his 


life. You know not to what a pitch he 
adores you. All the Gangarids are both 
=. 1 | amoroug | 
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amorous and faithful; but my ſon is the 
moſt paſſionate and conſtant of them all. 
The black-bird found you -at an inn, 
drinking very chearfully with the king 


of Egypt and a vile prieſt ; he afterwards | 


ſaw you give this monarch, who had 
killed the phznix, a fond embrace the 
man my ſon holds in utter deteſtation. 
The black- bird, at the ſight of this, was 


ſeized with a juſt indignation; he flew. 


away imprecating your fatal amours : 
he returned this day, and has related 
every thing; but, juſt heaven, at what 
a juncture l at the very time that my ſon 
was deploring with me the loſs of his 


father, and that of the phenix! at the 


very inſtant -I had informed him he was 
your couſin- german! 

Oh heavens ! my couſin, Madam, is it 
poſlible ? how can this be? And am I fo 


happy as to be thus allied! and yet ſo 


miſerable as to have offended him ! 


My ſon is, I tell you, faid his mother, 


your couſin, and I ſhall preſently con- 


* 


vince | 
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_ vince you of it; but in becoming my re- 
lation, you rob me of my ſon; he cannot 
furvive the grief which the embrace you 
gave to the 80 8 of A has occaſioned 
him. : 
© Ah! my dear aunt, cried the beautiful 
Formoſanta, I ſwear by him and the 
all-powerful Oroſmade, that this em- 
| brace, ſo far from being criminal, was 
the ſtrongeſt proof of love your ſon could _ 
receive from me. I diſobeyed my father 
for his fake. For him 1 went from the 
Euphrates to the Ganges. Fallen into 


= the hands of the worthleſs Pharaoh of 


| Egypt, I could not eſcape his clutches 
but by artifice. I call the aſhes and ſoul 
of the phænix, Which were then in my 
pocket, to witneſs; he can do me juſtice. 
But how can your ſon, born upon the 
banks of the Ganges, be my couſin ? I. 

whoſe family have reigned. upon the 
banks of the Euphrates for ſo many cen- 


turies? 


You know, faid the venerable Gen 
. garidian 
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Or BABYLON. = | 
garidian- lady to her, that your 1 5 
uncle, Aldea, was king of Babylon, and 
that he was dethroned by Belus's father? 
Ves, Madam.—Y ou know that this Aldea 
had in marriage a daughter named Aldea, 
brought up in your court. It was this 
prince, who, being perſecuted by your 
father, took refuge in our happy coun- 
try under another name: he married 
me; by him I bore young prince Aldea 
Amazan, the moſt beautiful, the moſt 
courageous, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt vir- 
| tuous of mortals ;—and at this hour the 
maddeſt. He went to the Babylonian 
| feſtival upon the credit of your beauty; 
| fince that time he idolizes you, and, 
0 perhaps, I ſhall never * ſet 9 upon 
my dear ſon. | 
She then diſplayed to the princeſs. all 
the titles of the houſe of the Aldeas. 
Formoſanta ſcarce deigned to look at 
them. Ah! Madam, do we examine 
what is the obje& of our defire? My 
heart ſufficiently believes. vou. But 
„ where 
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76 THE PRINCESS 

- where is Aldea Amazan ? where is my 
kinſman, my lover, my king? where 
is my life? what road has he taken? I 
will ſeek for him in every ſphere the 


Eternal Being has framed, and of which 


he is the greateſt ornament. / I will go 


into the ſtar Canope, into Shcath, into 


Aldebaran; I will go and convince him 
of my love and my innocence. 


The phænix juſtified the princeſs with 


regard to the crime that was imputed to 
| her by the black-bird, fondly embrac- 


ing the king of Egypt; but it was ne- 


ceſſary to undeceive Amazan and recal 


bim. - Birds are diſpatched on every 


_ fide, unicorns ſet forward on every road: 
news at length arrives that Amazan took 
that towards China. Well then, faid 

the princeſs, let us ſet out for China; 

the journey is not long, and I hope 1 


ſhall bring you back your ſon in a fort- 


night at fartheſt. At theſe words the 
tears of affection ſtreamed from his mo- 
ther's wo" and thoſe of the princeſs ;— 


they 


OF BABYLON. 55 
they moſt tenderly embraced in the great 
effuſion of their hearts. 

The phznix immediately ordered a 
coach with fix unicorns. Amazan's mo- 
ther furniſhed two thouſand horſemen, 
and made the princeſs her niece a pre- 
ſent of ſome thouſands of the fineſt dia- 
monds of her country. The phænix, 
afflicted at the evil occaſioned by the 
black-bird's indiſcretion, ordered all the 
black- birds to quit the country; and 
from that time none have been met with 


upon the banks of the Ganges. 
95. 


The unicorns, in leſs than eight days, 
carried Formoſanta, Irla, and the phæ- 
nix, to Cambalu, the capital of China. 
This city was larger than that of Baby- 
lon, and its magnificence very different. 
Theſe freſh objects, theſe new manners, 
would have amuſed Formoſanta, could 
any 
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76 THE' PRINCESS | 
any ching but Amazan have engaged 


her. " 
As ſoon as the emperor of China 


learnt that the [princeſs of Babylon was 
to. her four. thouſand Mandarins in ce- 


ſelves before her, and preſented her with 
a compliment written in golden letters 


upon 2 ſheet of purple Milk. Formoſan - 


ta told them, that if ſhe were poſſeſſed 
of four thouſand tongues, ſhe would not 


omit replying immediately to every Man- 


darin; but that having only one, ſhe 
hoped they would be ſatisfied with her 


in a reſpectful manner, to the emperor. 


He was the moſt juſt, the politeſt, 
and wiſeſt monarch upon earth. It was 
he who firſt tilled a ſmall field with 
his own imperial bands, to make agti- 


culture reſpectable to his people. He 
firſt. allotted premiums to virtue: laws 


= 


a 


at one of the. city gates, he diſpatched | 


| aptly robes; they all proftrated them- 


general thanks. They conducted her, 


Pony; me ng — . ̃ ̃ — —— I * — — 
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in all other countries were ſhamefully 
confined to the puniſhment of erimes. 
This emperor had juſt baniſhed from his 
dominions a gang of foreign Bonzes, 
who had come from the extremities of 
the Weſt, with the frantic hope of com- 
pelling all China to think like them 
ſelves; and who, under pretence of 
teaching truths, had already acquired 
honours and riches. In expelling them 
he delivered himſelf in theſe words, 
which are recorded in the annals of the 


empire : 
* You may here do as much harm as 
you have elſewhere : you are 'come to 


preach dogmas of' intolerance, in the 


moſt tolerating nation upon earth. I 


ſend you back, that I may never be com- 
pelled to puniſh you. You will be ho- 


nourably conducted to my frontiers ; you 
will be furniſhed with every thing ne- 


ceſſary to return to the confines of the 
hemiſphere - from whence you came. 
6 „ * 6 
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80 HE PRINCESS 


| Depart i in peace, if NOD: can be in Peaeg, 
and never return.“ 


The princeſs of Babylon 1 TOI with 


pleaſure this ſpeech and determination; 
the was the more certain of being well 
received at court, as ſhe was very far 


from entertaining any dogmas of intole- 


trance. The emperor of China, in din- 
ing with her 7#e-@ Ze, had the polite- 


neſs: to baniſh all diſagreeable etiguertes : 


| ſhe preſented the phænix to him, who 
was greatly careſſed by the emperor, 
| and who perched upon his chair. For- 
moſanta, towards the end of the repaſt, 
ingenuouſly acquainted him with the 


cauſe of her journey, and intreated him 
to ſearch for the beautiful Amazan in 
the city of Cambalu; and in the mean 
while the acquainted the emperor with 
her adventures, without conccaling the 
fatal paſſion with which her heart burnt 


for this youthful hero. Who do you 
mention him to? ſaid the emperor of 


China, 


or BABYLON. 8r 
China ; he did me the pleaſure of com- 
ing to my court : I was enchanted with 


this amiable Amazan. It is true, that he 


is deeply afflicted ; but his graces are 


thereby the more affecting. No one of 


my favourites has more wit than him, 
there is not a gown Mandarin who has 
more knowledge, nor a military one who 


has a more martial or heroic air. His 


extreme youth adds an additional value 
to all his talents. If I were ſo unfortu- 
nate, ſo abandoned by the Tien and 


Changti, as to defire being a conqueror, 
I would defire Amazan to put himſelf at 
the head of my armies, and I ſhould be 


ſure of conquering the whole univerſe. 


It is a great pity that his melancholy | 


ſometimes diſconcerts him. 
Ah! Sir, ſaid Formoſanta, with much 


agitation and grief, blended with an air 
of reproach, why did you not make me 


dine with him! ? This is a mortal ſtroke 


you have given me !—ſend for him im- 


mediately. Madam, replied the empe- 
; „ tor, 
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82 THE PRINCESS 


ror, he ſet out this very morning, with- 


out acquainting me with his deſtination. 


Formoſanta, turning towards the phæ- 
nix, ſaid to him, Did you ever know ſo 


unfortunate a damſel as myſelf ? But, 


reſuming. ſhe ſaid, Sir, how came he to 
quit fo polite a court, and in which, 
methinks, one might paſs one's life, in 
ſo abrupt a manner ? 

This was the caſe, Madam, faid Far 
One of the moſt amiable of the princeſ- 
ſes of the blood, falling deſperately in 


A: love with him, fixed a rendezvous to 
meet him at noon; he ſet out at day- 


break, leaving this billet for my kinſ- 
woman, whom i it hath coſt a aer * 
tears: 2 


« Beautiful „ of the blood of 


China,. you are deſerving of a heart that 
was never offered up to any other altar; 

p I have {worn to the immortal gods, ne- * 
ver to love any other than Formoſanta 
_ Princeſs of Babylon, and to teach her 


N to conquer one's defires in travel- 


8 3 — 
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G his. She has had the misfortune to 


yield to a worthleſs king of Egypt: I am 


the moſt unfortunate of men; I have 


| loſt my father and the phænix, and the 
hope of being loved by Formoſanta. I 
left my mother in affliction, and my 
country, unable to live a moment in that 


ſpot, where I learnt that Formoſanta 


loved another than me; I ſwore to tra- 


verſe the earth, and be faithful. 'You 
would deſpiſe me, and the gods puniſh 


me, if I violated my oath : chuſe ano- 
ther 1 Madam, and be as s faithful as 
Lam 8 


Ah! give r me that dert letter, ſaid 1 


the beautiful Formoſanta, it will afford 


me ſome conſolation: I am happy in the 


midſt of my misfortunes. Amazan loves 
me; Amazan for me renounces the em- 


braces of princeſſes of China; there is 
no one upon earth but himſelf endowed 


with ſo much fortitude ; he ſets me a 


moſt brilliant example; the phænix 
ue I did not ſtand in need „ 
G 2 ets 
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84 THE PRINCESS 


how cruel it is to be deprived of one's 

lover for the moſt innocent embrace 
given through pure fidelity! But, in fine, 
. Whither is he gone ? what road has he 
taken? Deign to inform me, and 1 will 


ſet out. 
The emperor of China told her, that 


| according to the reports he had receiv- 


ed, her lover had taken the road towards 


Scythia. The unicorns were immediately 
harneſſed, and the princeſs, after the 


moſt tender compliments, took leave of 


the emperor, with the phænix, her cham- 
ber-maid Irla, and all her train. 


As ſoon as ſhe arrived in Scythia, ſhe 5 


was more convinced than ever how much 
men and governments differed, and 
would differ, till ſuch time as ſome more 


enlightened people ſhould by degrees re- 


move that cloud of darkneſs which had 
covered the earth for ſo many ages; 


and till there ſhould be found in bar - 


barous climes, heroic ſouls, who would 


have ſtrength and * enough to 
tranſ- | 
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transform brutes into men. There are 


no cities in Scythia, conſequently no 
agreeable arts; nothing was to be ſeen 
but extenſive fields, and whole nations, 


whoſe ſole habitations were tents and 
chars. Such an appearance ſtruck her 


with terror. Formoſanta enquired in 
| what tent or char the king was lodged? 


She was informed that he had ſet out 
eight days before with three hundred 


thouſand cavalry to attack the king of 
Babylon, whoſe niece, the beautiful 


| princeſs Aldea, he had carried off. 


What hath he run away with my 
couſin, cried Formoſanta? I could not 
have imagined ſuch an incident. What 


is my couſin, who was too happy in 


| paying her court to me, become a queen, 1 


and I am not yet married! She was im- 
mediately conducted, by her a to 
the queen's tent. 


Their a, meeting in Goh x 


_ diſtant climes; the uncommon occur- 


rences they mutually had to impart to 
G23; each 
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each other, gave ſuch charms to this in- 


terview, as made them forget they never 


loved one another: they ſaw each other 


with tranſport ; and a ſoft illuſion ſupplied 
the place of real tenderneſs : they 


embraced with tears; and there was : 


2 cordiality and frankneſs on each 
ide, that could not have token Place 1 in 
a palace, 


Aldea mnherkicred, the chain and 
the waiting-maid Irla. She preſent- 
ed her couſin with zibelin ſkins, who 


in return gave her diamonds. The 


war between the two kings was ſpoken 


of. They deplored the ſtate of men, the 


victims of the caprice of princes, when 
two honeſt men might ſettle the diffe- 


rence, without a ſingle throat being cut, 
in leſs than an hour: but the principal 


topic was the handſome ſtranger, who 
had conquered lions, given the largeſt 


- diamonds in the univerſe, the writer of 


madrigals, now become the moſt miſerable 
of men from the intelligence of a black- 
185 | „ bird. 


or BABYLON, 
bird. He is my dear brother, faid Aldea. 


He is my lover, cried Formoſanta: you 


have, doubtleſs, ſeen him; is he ſtill 


here? for, couſin, he knows he is your 
brother; he cannot have left you ſo 


abruptly as he did the king of China. 


Have ] ſeen him, good heaven! Ves, he 


paſſed four whole days with me. Ah! 
couſin, how much my brother is to 
blame! A falſe report has abſolutely 
turned his brain; he roams about the 


world, without knowing whither he 
is deſtined. Image to yourſelf, that 


his phrenſy-is ſo great, that he has re- 


fuſed the favours of the handſomeſt Scy- 


thian Lady in all Scythia, He ſet out yeſ- 
terday, after writing her a letter which 

has thrown her into deſpair. As for him, 
he is gone to viſit the Cimmerians. God 
be thanked ! cried Formoſanta; another 


_ refuſal in my favour ! My good fortune 

is beyond my hope, as my misfortunes 

e my greateſt apprehenſions. Pro- 
G 4 8 ie 
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38 THE PRINCESS 


cure me this charming letter, that I may 


ſet out and follow him, loaded with his 


ſacrifices. Farewel, couſin! Amazan is 


among the Cimmerians, and 1 fly to 
meet him. | 

Aldea judged that the princeſs her 
couſin was ſtill more frantic than her 


brother Amazan. But as ſhe had her- 


ſelf been ſenfible of the effects of this 


_ epidemic contagion, having given up the 


delights and magnificence of Babylon 


for, a king of Scythia; and as the women 


always excuſe thoſe follies that are the | 
effects of love; ſhe felt for Formoſanta's 


affliction, wiſhed her a happy journey, 


and promiſed to be her advocate with 
her brother, if ever ſhe was ſo fortu- 


nate as to ſee him again, 


; + S 
From Seythia the princeſs of Babylon, 
with her Phænix, arrived ſoon at the 
| | empire 
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empire of the Cimmerians, a country 
indeed much leſs populous than Were 
but of far greater extent. 

After a few days journey, ſhe entered 


a very large city, which has of late been 


greatly improved by the reigning em- 
preſs: ſhe herſelf was not there at that 


time, but was making a progreſs through _ 
her dominions, on the frontiers of Europe 
and Aſia, in order to judge of their ſtate 
and condition with her own eyes, to 


enquire into their grievances, and to 

provide the proper remedies for them. 
The principal magiſtrate of that an- 

tient capital, as ſoon as he was inform 


ed of the arrival of the Babylonian lady 
and the phænix, loſt no time in paying 
her all the honours of the country; 


being certain that his miſtreſs, the moſt 


- polite and generous princeſs in the world, 
would be extremely well pleaſed to find 
that he had received ſo illuſtrious a la- 
dy with all that reſpect which | ſhe 
herſelf, 
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Herſelf, if on the ſpot, een have We | 
£d her, | 


The princeſs was er in the pa- 


lace, and entertajned with great ſplen- 


dor and elegance. The Cimmerian lord, 


| who was an excellent natural philoſo- 
pher, diverted himſelf in converſing with 
_ the phznix, at ſuch times as the princeſs 


choſe to retire to her own apartment. 


The phænix told him, that he had for- 


merly travelled among the Cimmerians, 
but that he ſhould not have known the 


country again. How comes it, ſaid he, 


that ſuch prodigious changes have been 
brought about in ſo ſhort a time? For- 


| merly, when 1 Was here, about three 


hundred years ago, I ſaw nothing but 
ſavage nature in all her horrors; at pre- 
ſent, I perceive induſtry, arts, ſplendor, 
and politeneſs. This mighty revolution, 
replied the Cimmerian, was begun by 
one man, and is now carried to perfec- 
tion by o one woman; a woman who is a 

f enter | 


OF BABYLON.” - gr 


greater legillator than the IGs of the 


_ Egyptians, or the Ceres of the Greeks. 
Moſt lawgivers have been unhappy in a 


narrow genius and an arbitrary diſpoſi- 
tion, which confined their views to the 
_ countries they governed: each of them 
looked upon his own, as the only people 
exiſting upon the earth, or as if they 


ought to be at enmity with all the reſt: 
they have formed inſtitutions, introduc- 


ed cuſtoms, and eſtabliſhed a religion for 


them alone. Thus the Egyptians, fo 
famous for thoſe heaps of ſtones called 


— have diſhonoured and. beſot- 


ted themſelves with their barbarous ſus 
perſtitions. They deſpiſe all other na- 
tions as profane; refuſe all manner of 
intercourſe with them; and, excepting 


thoſe converſant in the court, who now' 


and then riſe above the prejudices of the 
vulgar, there is not an Egyptian who 


will eat off a plate that had ever been 
. uſed by a ſtranger. Their prieſts are 
equally cruel and abſurd. It were bet- 


ter 
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92 THE PRINCESS 
ter to have no laws at all, and to follow 
thoſe notions of right and wrong en- 
graven on our hearts by nature, than to 
ſubject ſociety to en ſo inhoſpi- 
table. | 

Our empreſs has adopted a quite gif. 
ferent ſyſtem; ſhe conſiders her vaſt do- 
minions, under which all the meridians 
on the globe are united, as under an 
obligation of correſpondence with all the 
nations dwelling under thoſe meridians. 


The firſt and moſt fundametal of her 


laws, is an univerſal toleration of all re- 
ligions, and an unbounded compaſſion 
for every error. Her penetrating genius 
perceives, that though the modes of re- 
ligious worſhip differ, yet morality is 
every where the ſame: by this princi- 
ple, ſhe has united her people to all the 
nations on earth, and the Cimmerians 
will ſoon conſider the Scandinavians and 
* Chineſe as their brethren. Not ſatisfied 
with this, ſhe has reſolved to eſtabliſh | 

this invaluable toleration, the ſtrongeſt 8 
| | ak 
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link of ſociety among her neighbours : 
by theſe means, ſhe has obtained the 


title of the parent of her country; and, 
if ſhe perſeveres, will acquire that of the 
benefactreſs of mankind. 1 

Before her time, the men, who were 


unhappily poſſeſſed of power, ſent out 5 


legions of murderers to ravage unknown 


countries, and to water with the blood 


of the children the inheritance of their 
fathers. Thoſe aſſaſſins were called 


heroes, and their robberies accounted 


| glorious atchievements. But our ſove- 
reign courts another ſort of glory ; - the 


has ſent forth her armies to be the meſ- 
ſengers of peace; not only to prevent 
men from being the deſtroyers, but to 
oblige them to be the benefactors of one 


another. Her ſtandards are the enfigns 
of public tranquility. 


The phænix was quite charmed with 


what he heard from this nobleman; 


he told him, that though he had lived 
twenty-ſeven n nine hundred 
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04 THE PRINCESS 
pyears and ſeven months in this world; 
he had never ſeen any thing like it. He 

then enquired after his friend Amazan. 


The Cimmerian gave the ſame account 
of him that the princeſs had already 
heard from the Chineſe and the Scy- 


thians. It was Amazan's conſtant prac- 
tice to run away from all the courts he 


viſited, the inſtant any lady made him 


an aſſignation, apprehending he might 
be prevailed upon to give ſome proofs of 


human frailty. The phænix ſoon ac- 
quainted Formoſanta with this freſh in- 


ſtance of Amazan's fidelity; à fidelity 
ſo much the more ſurpriſing, ſince he 


could not imagine his en would 
ever hear of it. 

Amazan had ſet out for Scandinavia, 
where he was entertained with ſights ſtill 


| more ſurpriſing. In this place, he be- 
held monarchy and liberty ſubſiſting to- 


gether in a manner thought incompati- 
ble in other ſtates; the labourers of the 
| _ ſhared in the legiſlature with the 

grandees 


— ä—̃ A ¶—¶—ůp—̃ ——t' — —ßͤ— — . —-¼ EO RED 
- 
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ä af Pe 3 In ä place 


he ſaw what was ſtill more extraordina- 
ty; a prince equally remarkable for his 
extreme youth and uprightneſs, who 
poſſeſſed a ſovereign àuthority over his 
country, acquired by a ſolemn en 


with his people. 
Amazan beheld a philoſopher on ahe 


hho of Sarmatia, who might be called 
a king of Anarchy; for he was the chief 
of a hundred thouſand petty kings, one 

of whom with his ſingle voice could ren- 


der ineffectual the reſolutions of all the 
reſt. Æolus had not more difficulty to 
keep the warring winds within their 


proper bounds, than this monarch to re- 


concile the tumultuous diſcordant ſpirits 


of his ſubjects. He was the maſter of a 
"ſhip ſurrounded with eternal ſtorms; but 
the veſſel did not founder, for he was an 


excellent pilot.! 1151 
In traverſing thoſe various countries, 


fo different from his own, Amazan per- 
| ſevered 
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g6 THE PRINCESS 

ſevered in rejecting all the favourable 
advances made to him by the ladies, 
though inceſſantly diſtracted with the 
embrace given by Formoſanta to the king 
of Egypt, being reſolved to ſet Formo- 
ſanta an amazing example of an unſhaken 


and unparalleled fidelity. 


The princeſs of Babylon was conftant- 
ly cloſe at his heels, and ſcarce ever miſ- 


fed of him but by a day or two; with- 


out the one being tired of roaming, or 
the other loſing a moment in purſuing 


him. 
Thus he traverſed mne immenſe con- 


tinent of Germany, where he beheld 
with wonder, the progreſs which reaſon 


and philoſophy had made in the North; 
even their princes were enlightened, and 


were become the patrons of freedom of 
thought. Their education had not been 
truſted to men who had an intereſt in 
deceiving them, or who were themſelves 
deceived ; they were brought up in the 
| 22 know- 
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knowledge of univerſal morality, and in 
the contempt of ſuperſtition: they had 
baniſhed from all their eſtates a ſenſeleſs 


cuſtom which had enervated and depo- 
pulated the ſouthern countries; this was 


to bury. alive in immenſe dungeons, in- 


finite numbers of both ſexes who were 


eternally ſeparated from one another, 


and ſworn to have no communication 


together. This madneſs had contribut- 


cd more than the moſt cruel wars to lay 
waſte and ravage the earth. _ 
The princes of the North had at laſt 
found out, that if they wanted a good 
breed of horſes, they muſt not ſeparate 


the fineſt ſtallions from the mares. They 


had likewiſe exploded other errors 
_ equally abſurd and pernicious; in fag 


men had at laſt ventured to make uſe of 


their reaſon in thoſe immenſe regions ; 
whereas it was {till believed almoſt every 
where elſe, that they could not be go- 

verned but in properties to > their i whe wy 
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den eee . ankead at 
Batavia; where his perpetual chagrin 


was in a good meaſure alleviated, by 
| perceiving among the inhabitants a faint 


reſemblance of his happy countrymen the 


_ Gangarids. There he ſaw liberty, pro- 


perty, equality, plenty, with toleration 
in religion; but the ladies were ſo in- 


different, that not one made him any 
amorous advances; a thing he had ne- 


been inclined to addreſs them, they 
would all have yielded one after another; 


though, at the ſame time, not one would 
have been the leaſt in love; but he was 
far from any thoughts of making con- 


queſts. 


Pormoſanta had nearly caught him in 
this inſipid nation: he had ſet out but 
a moment before her arrival. 


Amazan had heard ſo much among 
| | the 


* 


ver met with before. Tis true, had he 
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the Batavians, in praiſe of a certain iſland 


called Albion, that he was led by curio- 


fity to embark with his unicorns on 
board a ſhip, which, with a favourable 
_ eaſterly wind, carried him in four hours 
to that celebrated country, more famous 
; than Tyre, or the Atlantic iſland. - 

The beautiful Formoſanta, who had 
followed him, as it were on the ſcent, 


to the banks of- the Wolga, the Viſtula, 


the Elbe, and the Weſer, and had never 
been above a day or two behind him, 


arrived ſoon after at the mouths of the 
Rhine, where it diſembogues its waters 


into the German Ocean. 
Here ſhe learned that her beloved 


Amazan had juſt ſet fail for Albion. She 


thought ſhe ſaw the veſſel on board of 


which he was, and could not help cry- 
ing out for joy ; at which the Batavian 
ladies were greatly ſurpriſed, not ima- 
gining that a young man could poflibly 


occaſion ſo violent a tranſport. © They 
took, indeed, bat little notice of the 
H a f 
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10 THE PRINCESS 
phænix, as they reckoned his feathers 


© would..not fetch near ſo good a price as 


thoſe of their own ducks, and .other 
wWater-fowl. The princeſs of Babylon 
hired two veſſels to carry herſelf and her 
retinue to that happy iſland, which was 
ſoon to poſſeſs the only object of her 
deſires, the ſoul of her tions, and the god 
of her heart. | 
An unpropitious wind from the weſt 
aroſe of a ſudden, juſt as the faithful 
and unhappy Amazan landed on the 
Albion ſhore, and detained the ſhips of 
the Babylonian princeſs, juſt as they 
were going to put to ſea. Seized with 
a deep melancholy, ſhe betook herſelf to 
bed, determined to remain there till the 
wind ſhould change; but it blew for the 


ſpace of eight days, with an unremitting 


violence. The princeſs, during this age 
of eight days, employed her maid of 
honour Irla in reading romances ; which 
were not indeed written by the Bata- 

| vians, but as they are the factors of the 
4 | univerſe, 
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univerſe, they traffick in the wit as well 
as commodities of other nations. — The 


princeſs purchaſed of Mark Michael 
Rey, the bookſeller, all the novels which 
had been written by the Auſonians and 


1 


the Welches, the ſale of which had been 


wiſely prohibited among thoſe nations, 


to enrich their neighhours the Batavians. 


She expected to find in thoſe hiſtories, 


ſome adventure ſimilar to her own, 


which might alleviate her grief. The 
maid of honour read, the phænix gave 


his advice, and the princeſs finding no- : 


thing in the Fortunate Country Maid, 
in Tanſai, or in the Sopha, that had the 
leaſt reſemblance to her own affairs, in- 
terrupted the reader every moment, by 
Per how the wind ſtood. | 


<8. 


In- the mean time Amazan was on 
the road to the capital of Albion, in his 


coach and ſix unicorns, all his thoughts 


1 employed : 
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102 THE PRINCESS 

employed on his dear-princeſs: at a ſmall 
diſtance he perceived a carriage overturn- 
ed in a ditch; the ſervants had gone dif- 
ferent ways in queſt of aſſiſtance, but 
the owner kept his ſeat, ſmoaking his 
pipe with great tranquility, without 
teſtifying the ſmalleſt impatience: his 
name was My Lord What-then, in the 


language from which 1 tranſlate theſe 
' memoirs. 


Amazan made all the haſte poſſible to 


help him, and with his ſingle arm ſet 
the carriage to rights, ſo much was his 
ſtrength ſuperior to that of other men. 
My Lord What-then took no other no- 
- tice of him, than ſaying, A ſtout fel- 
low, by Gd! In the mean time the 
country people being come up, flew into 
a great paſſion at being called out to no 
purpoſe, and fell upon the ſtranger. 
They abuſed him, called him outlandiſh 
dog, and eallenged him to * and 
box. 5 
Amazan ſeized a brace of them in 
; each 
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eh hand, and threw them twenty | 


paces from him; the reſt ſeeing. this, 


pulled off their hats, and bowing with 


great reſpect, aſked his honour for ſome- 
thing to drink. His honour gave them 


more money than they had ever ſeen-in 


their lives before. My Lord What-then 


now expreſſed great eſteem for him, and 
aſked him to dinner at his country-houſe, 
about three miles off. His invitation 
being accepted, he went into Amazan's 
coach, his own being out of order. by 


V3 


the accident. 


After a quarter of an hour's alen | 


My Lord What-then looking upon Ama= 


zan for a moment, ſaid, How dye do? 
which, by the way, is a phraſe without 


any meaning; adding, You have got 


ſix fine unicorns there. After eee . 


fell a ſmoaking as uſual. 


= The traveller told him his 1 lg 
were at his ſervice, and that he had 


brought them from the country of the 


Gangarids: from thence he took oc 
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fon to inform him of his affair with the 
princeſs of Babylon, and the unlucky 


' kiſs ſhe had given the king of Egypt ; 
to which the other made no reply, being 
very indifferent whether there were any 
ſuch people in the world, as a king of 
Egypt or a princeſs of Babylon. He 
remained dumb for another quarter of 
an hour; after which he aſked his com- 


panion a ſecond time how he did, and 


whether they had any good roaſt: beef 


among the Gangarids. Amazan anſwer- 


ed with his wonted politeneſs, that they 


did not eat their brethren on the banks. 


of the Ganges; he then explained to 


him that ſyſtem which 1 many ages after- 
wards was ſurnamed the Pythagorean 


philoſophy. But My Lord fell aſleep in 


the mean time, and made but one nap 


_ of it till he came to his own houſe. 
He was married to a young and charm- 


ing woman, on whom nature had be- 


4 ſtowed a ſoul as lively and ſenſible as her 


huſband's was dull. and ſtupid. Several 


gentle» 


* 
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| gentlemen of Albion had that day come 
to dine with her; among whom there 


were characters of all forts; for that 


country having been almoſt always un- 


der the government of foreigners, the 


families that had come over with theſe 
- princes had imported their different man- 
ners. There were in this company ſome 


perſons of a very amiable diſpoſition, 


others of a ſuperior genius, and a few of | 
"iy profound learning. 
The miſtreſs of the houſe bad none Uf 


that aukward affected ſtiffneſs, that falſe 
modeſty, with which the young Albion 
ladies were then reproached; ſhe did 
not conceal, by a ſcornful look and an 


affected taciturnity, her deficiency of 


ideas, and the embarraſſing humility of 


having nothing to ſay: Never was a 
woman more engaging. She received 
| Amazan with a grace and politeneſs that 


were quite natural to her. The extreme 
beauty of this young ſtranger, and the 


buen compariſon ſhe could not help 


making 
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making between him and her huſband, 


immediately ſtruck her in a moſt lenfible 
manner. 


Dinner ting Ay the 8 A 


zan at her ſide, and helped him to all | 


forts of puddings, having learned from 
himſelf, that the, Gangarids never fed 
upon any thing which had received from 
the gods-the celeſtial gift of life. His 


. beauty and ſtrength, the manners of the 
Gangarids, the progreſs of arts, religion, 
and government, were the ſubjects of a 
converſation. equally agreeable and in- 


ſtructive all the time of the entertain- 
ment, which laſted till night : during 
which, My. Lord What-then did nothing 


but puſh e bottle about, and call for 


the toaſt. 
After dinner, while my 1 was pour- 
en the tea, ſtill feeding her eyes on 


the young ſtranger, he entered into a 


long converſation with a member of par- 


liament; for every one knows that there 


Was, even then, a parliament called Wit- 


8 | tenagemot, | 


* 
* 4 
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tenagenot, or the aſſembly of wiſe men. 
Amazan enquired into the. conſtitution, 
laws, manners, cuſtoms, forces, and. 
arts, which made this country ſo reſpec- 


table; and the member anſwered hin 


in the following manner: 


For a long time we went ſtark 3 
ed, though our climate is none of the 


hotteſt. We were likewiſe for a long 
time enſlaved by a people come from the 


ancient country of Saturn, watered by 


the Tiber. But the miſchiefs we: have 


done one another, have greatly exceed- 
ed all that we ever ſuffered from our firſt 
conquerors, One of our princes catrisd 
his daſtardlineſs to ſuch. a pitch, as 40 


declare himſelf the ſubject of a prieſt, 
who dwells alſo on the banks of the 
Tiber, and is called the Old Man of the 
Seven Mountains; it has heen the fate of 


theſe ſeven mountains to domineer over 
the greateſt part of Europe, then inhabit- 


ed by. brutes: in hpman, ere, 1 
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To thoſe times of infamy and debaſe- 
ment, ſucceeded the ages of barbarity 
and confuſion. Our country, more tem- 
peſtuous than the ſurrounding ocean, 
has been ravaged and drenched in blood 
by our civil diſcords; many of our crown 
ed heads have periſhed by a violent 
death: above a hundred princes of the 


royal blood have ended their days on the 


ſcaffold, whilſt the hearts of their ad- 
herents have been torn from their breaſts, 


and thrown in their faces. In ſhort, 


it is the province of the hangman to 
write the hiſtory of our iſland, ſeeing this 
perſonage has finally determined all our 


affairs of moment. 


But to crown theſe horrors, it is not 


. very long fince ſome fellows wearing 


black mantles, and others who caſt white 


mhirts over their jackets, having been 
bitten by mad dogs, communicated their 
madneſs to the whole nation. Our 


prey was then divided into two per- 
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| ties, the murderers and the murdered, 
the executioners and the ſufferers, plun- 
derers and ſlaves; and all in the name 

of God, and whilſt they w were ſeeking the 
Lord. | 

Who would have Wa that from 
this horrible abyſs, this chaos of diſſen- 
ſion, cruelty, ignorance, and fanaticiſm, 
a government ſhould at laſt ſpring up, 
the moſt perfect, it may be ſaid, now in 
the world; yet ſuch has been the event. 
A prince, honoured and wealthy, all- 
powerful to do good, without any power 
to do evil, is at the head of a free, war- 
like, commercial, and enlightened na- 
tion. The nobles on one hand, and the 
repreſentatives of the people on the 
| Other, ſhare the n, with the mo- 

narch. 

We have ſeen, 5 a a fatality 
of events, diſorder, civil wars, anarchy 
and wretchedneſs, lay waſte the country, 
| when our kings aimed at arbitrary power: 
| whereas tranquility, riches, and uni- 
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verſal happineſs, have only reigned 


among us, when the prince has remain- 


ed ſatisfied with a limited authority. All 


| order has been ſubverted whilſt we were 


diſputing about myſteries ; but was re- 
eſtabliſhed the moment we grew wiſe 
enough to deſpiſe them. Our victorious 


fleets carry our glory over all the ocean; 


our laws place our lives and fortunes in 


| ſecurity; no judge can explain them in 


an arbitrary manner, and no deciſion is 
ever given without the reaſons aſſigned 
for it. We ſhould puniſh a judge as an 


aaͤñſſaſſin, who ſhould condemn a citizen to 
death without declaring the evidence 
which accuſed him, and mb law upon 
which he was convicted. 


It is true, there are always two parties 
among us, who are continually writing 
and intriguing againſt each other; but 
they conſtantly te- unite, whenever it is 


needful to arm in defence of liberty and 


our country. Theſe two parties watch 


over one another, and mutually prevent 


the 
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the violation of the ſacred depoſit of the 


laws: they hate one another, but they 


love the ſtate; they are like thoſe jealous 


lovers, who pay court to the ſame miſ- 
treſs with a ſpirit of emulation. 
From the ſame fund of genius by 


which we diſcovered and ſupported the 


natural rights of mankind, we have car- 
ried the ſciences to the higheſt pitch to 


which they can attain among men. 


Your Egyptians, who paſs for ſuch great 


mechanics; your Indians, who are be- 


lieved to be ſuch great philoſophers ; 
your Babylonians, who boaſt of having 
obſerved the ſtars for the courſe of four 


hundred and thirty thouſand years; the 
Greeks, who have written ſo much, and 
aid ſo little; know in reality nothing, 
in compariſon of our ſhalloweſt ſcholars, 


who have ſtudied the diſcoveries of our 
great maſters. We have raviſhed more 


ſecrets from Nature, in the ſpace of an 
hundred years, than the human ſpecies 
2 0 | | " has 
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112 THE PRINCESS - 
has hon. able to diſcover in as r 
ages. „ 


This is a true account of our preſent 


ſtate. I have concealed from you nei- _ 

| ther the good nor the bad; neither our 

ſhame nor our glory; and I have ex- 
aggerated nothing. REY 


At this diſcourſe Amazan felt a ſtrong 
defire to be inſtructed in thoſe ſublime 
ſciences his friend ſpoke of; and if bis 


paſſion for the princeſs of Babylon; his 
filial-duty to his mother, whom he had 
quitted; and his love for his native 
country, had not made ſtrong remon- 


ſtrances to his diſtempered heart, he 


would willingly have ſpent the remain- 
der of his life in Albion. But that un- 
_ fortunate kiſs his princeſs had given the 


king of Egypt, did not leave his mind 
at ſufficient caſe to ſtudy me abſtruſe 
ſciences. 


1 confeſs, ſaid he. mw mids "I 


ſolemn vow to roam about the world, 


2 „ 


OF BABYLON:'' rg 
and to eſcape from myſelf, I have a eu- 
rioſity to ſee that ancient land of Saturn, 
that people of the Tiber and of the Se- 
ven Mountains, who have been hereto- 
fore their maſters ; they muſt undoubt- 
edly be the firſt people on earth. I ad- 
viſe you by all means, anſwered the 


member, to take that journey, if you 
have the ſmalleſt taſte for muſic or paint- 


ing. Even we ourſelves frequently Car- 
ry our ſpleen and melancholy to the Se- 


ven, Mountains. But you will be greatly. 


| ſurprized when you ſee the deſcendants 
of our conquerors. | „ b 


This was a long converſation, and 


Amazan was a little touched in the head. 
He ſpoke in ſo agreeable a manner, his 
voice was ſo charming, his whole beha- 
viour ſo noble and engaging, that the 

miſtreſs of the houſe could not reſiſt the 


pleaſure of having a little private chat 
with bim in her turn. She tenderly 


ſqueezed his hand as ſhe ſpoke, and 
darted ſuch looks at- him, from her 
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114 THE PRINCESS 
watry and ſpackling eyes, that they ſhot 


defire through every movement of the 
foul. She kept him to ſupper, and to 
fleep there that night. Every moment, 


every word, every look, inflamed her 


paſſion. When all were retired to reſt, _ 
the ſent him a little billet-doux, not 


| doubting he would come to entertain her 


in bed, whilſt My Lord What-then was 


aſleep in his. Amazan had once more 


the courage to reſiſt; ſuch marvellous 
effects does a grain of folly produce in an 
en and deeply wounded mind! 
Amazan, according to cuſtom, wrote 
the lady an anſwer full of reſpect, re- 
preſenting to her the ſacredneſs of his 
oath, and the ſtrict obligation he was 


under to teach the princeſs of Babylon 
to conquer her paſſions by his example; 


after which, he harneſſed his unicorns, 
and departed for Batavia, leaving all the 
company in deep admiration of him, 
and the lady in profound deſpair. In 
the — of Hor m ſhe dropt Ama- 

n 
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zan's letter. My Lord What-then read it 
next morning: Damn it, ſaid he, ſhrug- 
ging up his ſhoulders, what ſtuff and 
nonſenſe have we got here? and then 
rode out a fox-hunting with ſome of his 
drunken neighbours. | 
 Amazan was already failing upon the 
ſea, poſſeſſed of a geographical chart, 
with which he had been preſented by 
the learned Albion he had converſed 
with at Lord What-then's. He was 
extremely aftoniſhed to find the preateſt 
part of the earth 2 a n ſheet of 
9 | 

His eyes and imagination wandered 
over this little ſpace; he obſerved the 
Rhine, the Danube, the Alps of Tyrol 
there ſpecified under different names, 
and all the countries through which he 
was to paſs before he arrived at the city - 
of the Seven Mountains ; but he more 
particularly fixed his eyes upon the coun- 
try of the Gangarids, upon Babylon, 
where he had ſeen his dear princeſs, and 
„„ „ = how 
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upon the fatal country of Baſſora, where 
ſhe had given a fatal kiſs to the king of 
Egypt. He fighed, and tears ſtreamed 
from his eyes; but he agreed with the 
Albion who had preſented him with the 
univerſe in epitome, when he averred 
that the inhabitants of the banks of the 
Thames were a thouſand times better - 
inſtructed than thoſe upon the banks of 
the Nile, the Euphrates, and the Ganges. 
As he returned into Batavia, Formo- 
ſanta flew towards Albion with her two 
ſhips that went at full ſail. Amazan's 
| ſhip and the princeſs's croſſed one ano- 
ther, and almoſt touched ; the two 
lovers were cloſe to each other, which 
they could not doubt of. Ah! had they 
but known it ! but tyrannic deſtiny would 
not allow it. 


$9. 


No ſooner had Amazan landed on the 
flat M ſhore of Batavia, than he flew 
| like 
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like lightning towards the city of the 
Seven Mountains. He was _ obliged to 
traverſe the ſouthern part of Germany. 
At every four miles he met with a prince 
and princeſs, maids of honour and beg- 
gars. He was aſtoniſhed every where 


at the coquetries of theſe ladies and 


maids of honour, which they diſplayed 
with German good faith and he only 


anſwered with modeſt refuſals. After 
having eleared the Alps, he embarked 


upon the ſea of Dalmatia, and landed in 


a city that had no reſemblance to any 


thing he had heretofore ſeen. The ſea 


formed the ſtreets, and the houſes were 


_ erected in the water. The few public 

places with which this city was orna- 
mented, were filled with men and 
women with double faces; that which 
nature had beſtowed upon them, and a 


paſtebdard one, ill painted, with which 


they covered their natural viſage ; fo that 
this people ſeemed compoſed of ſpecttes. 


Ypon the arrival of n in this coun» 
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218 THE: PRINCESS 
try, they immediately purchaic theſe viſa» 
ges, in the ſame manner as people elſewhere 
| Furniſh themſelves with hats and ſhoes, 
Amazan deſpiſed a faſhion ſo contrary to 
nature; he appeared juſt as he was. 
There were in the city twelve thouſand 
girls regiſtered in the great book of the 
Republic; theſe girls were uſeful to 
the ſtate, being appointed to carry on 
the moſt advantageous and agreeable 
trade that ever enriched a nation. Com- 
mon traders uſually ſend, at great riſk 
and expence, merchandizes of various 
kinds to the Eaſt ; but theſe beautiful 
merchants carried on a conſtant traffic 
without riſk, which conſtantly ſprung 
from their charms. They all came to 
; preſent themſelves to the handſome Ama- 
zan, and offer him his choice. He fled 
with the utmoſt precipitancy, in utter- 
Ing the name of the incomparable prin- 
ceſs of Babylon, and ſwearing by the 
immortal gods, that ſhe was far hand- 
ſomer than all the twelve thouſapd Ve- 


netian 
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netian girls. Sublime traitreſs, he cried 
in his tranſports, I will teach you to be 
faithful! 

Now the yellow auge of the Tiber, 
peſtiferous fens, a few pale emaciated in- 
habitants, clothed in tatters which 
diſplayed their dry tanned hides, appear= 
ed to his fight, and beſpoke his arrival 
at the gate of the city of the Seven 
Mountains, that city of heroes and legiſ- 
lators, who conquered and an. a 
- part of the globe. ] 

He expected to have ſeen at the 
triumphal gate, five hundred battalions 
commanded by heroes, and in the ſe» 
nate an aſſembly of demi-gods giving 
laws to the earth; but the only army 
he found conſiſted of about thirty tatter- 
demalions, mounting guard with um- 
brellas for fear of the ſun. Being arriv- | 
ed at a temple which appeared to him 
very fine, but not ſo magnificent as that 
of Babylon, he was greatly aſtoniſhed to 
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120 THE PRINCESS 
hear a concert performed by men with, | 
female voices. 


This, faid he, is a e he 
country, which was formerly the land of 
Saturn. I have been in a city where flo 
one ſhewed his own face; here is ano- 


ther where men have neither their own 


voices nor beards. He was told that theſe 


ſingers were no longer men; that they 


had been diveſted of their virility, that 


they might ſing the more agreeably the 


praiſes of a great number of perſons of 


: Merit. . Amazan could not comprehend 
the meaning of this. Theſe gentlemen 


deſired him to fing ; he ſung a Gangari- 
dian air with his uſual grace. His voice 
was a fine counter-tenor. Ah! Signior, 


| faid they, what a delightful ſoprano you 


would have, if——If what, ſaid he; 
what do you mean ?—Ah! Signior, if 
vou . were—lf I were what ?—If--you 
were — without a beard! They then 


explained: 10 bim very pleaſantly, and 


* 


& 
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with the moſt comic geſticulations, ac- 


carding to the cuſtom of their country, 


the point in queſtion. Amazan was 
uite confounded. I have travelled a 
reat way, ſaid he, but I never before 
heard of ſuch a whim.. - 

After they had I ſung. a good while, | 


went with great ceremony to the gate 


of the temple; he cut the air in four 
parts with his thumb raiſed, two fingers 


extended and two bent, in uttering theſe 


words in a language no longer ſpoken: 


To the city and to the univerſe *, The 


| Gangarid could not comprehend how 
two fingers could extend fo far. 


He preſently ſaw the whole coma . 
the maſter of the world file off. This 


court conſiſted of grave perſonages, 


ſome in ſcarlet, and others in violet 
robes: they almoſt all eyed the hand- 
ſome Amazan with a tender look; they 


'* Urbi & Orbi. | 


bowed 
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bowed to him, and ſaid to one another, 


San Martino, che bel ragazzo ! San 4 ; 


eratio, che bet fanciullo ! 

The zealots; whoſe. vocation was to 
ſhew the curioſities of the city to ſtrange, 
ers, very eagerly offered to conduct him 
to ſeveral ruins, in which a muleteer 
would not chuſe to paſs a night, but 
which were formerly worthy monuments 
of the grandeur of a royal people. He 
moreover ſaw pictures of two hundred 
years ſtanding, and ſtatues that had re- 


mained twenty ages, which appeared to 


him maſter- pieces in their kind. Can 


you ſtill produce ſuch works ? No, your 
Excellency, replied one of the zealots ; 

but we deſpiſe the reſt of the earth, be- 
ceauſe we preſerve their rarities, We 


are a kind of old-cloaths-men, who de- 


rive our glory from the caſt-off en in 
dur warehouſes. 


Amazan was willing to Kathe prince's 
palace, and he was accordingly conduct- 
ed thither, He . men dreſſed in 


violet 
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violet-coloured robes, who were reckon» 
ing the money of the revenues of the 
domains of lands ſituated ſome upon the 
Danube, ſome upon the Loire, others up- 
on the Guadalquivir, or the Viftula, Ohl 

oh! faid Amazan, after having conſult- 
ed his geographical map, your maſter, 
then, poſſeſſes all Europe, like thoſe 
ancient heroes of the Seven Mountains? 
He ſhould poſſeſs the whole univerſe by 
divine right, replied a violet livery- man; 
and there was even a time when his 
predeceſſors nearly compaſſed univerſal 
monarchy; but their ſucceſſors ate fo 
good as to content themſelves at preſent 
with ſome monies which the kings 
their ſubjects pay to them in the form of 
a tribute. 
Vour maſter is, 1 in fact, the 
| king of kings; is that his title? ſaid 
Amazan. No, your Excellency, his title 
is the ſervant of ſervants ; he was origi- 
nally a fiſherman and porter, wherefore 
the emblems of his dignity conſiſt of keys 
a „„ 


* 
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1 THE PR INCESS 
and nets; but he at preſent iſſues orders 
to every king in Chriſtendom. It is not 
a long while ſince he ſent one hundred 
and one mandates to a king of the ROY 
and the king obeyed. 

Four fiſherman muſt, then, have ſent 
five or ſix hundred thouſand men to pu 
thefe orders in execution? 

Not at all, your Excellency; our body | 
maſter is not rich enough to keep ten 
thouſand ſoldiers on foot; but he has 

five or fix hundred thouſand divine pro- 
phets diſperfed in other countries. Thoſe 
prophets of various colours, are, as they 
ought to be, ſupported at the expence of 
the people: they proclaim from heaven, 
that my maſter may, with his keys, 
open and ſhut all locks, and particular- 
ly thoſe of ſtrong boxes. A Norman 
prieſt, who held the poſt of confidant of 
this king's thoughts, convinced him he 
ought to obey, without replying, the 
hundred and one thoughts of my maſter; 


| for you muſt know that one of the pre- 
n 
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rogatives of the Old Man of the Seven 
Mountains, is never to err, whether he 
deigns to ſpeak, or deigns to write. 2 
In faith, ſaid Amazan, this is a' very 
ſingular man; I ſhould be curious to 
dine with him. Were your Excellency 
even a king, you could not eat at his 
table; all that he could do for you, 
would be to allow you to have one ſerv- 
ed by the ſide of his, but ſmaller and 
lower. But if you are inclined to the 
honour of ſpeaking to him, I will aſk 
an audience for you, on condition of the 
buona mancia, which you will be kind 
enough to give me. Very readily, {aid 
the Gangarid. The violet livery-man 
bowed. I will introduce you to-mor- 
row, ſaid he; you muſt make three very 
low bows, and you muſt kiſs the Old 
Man of the Seven Mountains feet. At 
this information Amazan burſt into ſo 
violent a fit of laughing, that he was al- 
moſt choaked ; which, however, he 
ſurmounted, holding his ſides, whilſt the 
"Es violent 
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126 THE PRINCESS 
violent emotions of the riſible muſcles 
forced the tears down his cheeks, till 


he reached the inn, where the fit ſtill 


continued upon him. 
At dinner, twenty beardleſs men and 
twenty violins produced a concert. He 


received the compliments of the greateſt 
lords of the city during the remainder of 


the day; theſe made him propoſals ſtill 
more extravagant than that of kiſſing the 
Old Man of the Seven Mountains feet. As 


he was extremely polite, he at firſt ima- 


gined that theſe gentlemen took him for 


: a lady, and informed them of their mif- - 


take with great decency and circum- 
ſpection. But being ſome what cloſely 
preſſed by two or three of thoſe violet- 
coloured gentry, who were the moſt 
forward, he threw them out of the win 
dow, without fancying he had made 
any great ſacrifice to the beautiful For- 
moſanta. He left with the greateſt 


Precipitation this city of the maſters of 


= world, where he found himſelf ne- 
ceſſitated 
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ceſſitated to kiſs an old man's toe, as if 


this cheek were at the end of his foot; 


and where young men were accoſted i iQ 


a ſtill more whimfical manner. 
5 10. 


In all the provinces through which he 
paſſed, having conſtantly repulſed every 

amorous overture of every ſpecies, being 
ever faithful to the princeſs of Babylon, 
though inceſſantly enraged at the king of 
Egypt; this model of conſtancy at length 
arrived at the new capital of the Gauls. 
This city, like many others, had alter- 
nately ſubmitted to barbarity, ignorance, 
folly, and miſery. The firſt name it 


bore was Dirt and Mire; it then took 


that of Iſis, from the worſhip of Iſis, 
which had reached even here. Its firſt 
ſenate conſiſted of a company of water- 
men. It had long been in bondage, and 
ſubmitted to the ravages of the heroes 


of the Seven Mountains; $ and ome ages 
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m8 THE PRINCESS 
- after, ſome other heroic thieves; who 
came from the farther banks of the 
- Rhine, had ſeized upon its little lands. 

Time, which changes all things, had 
| formed it into a city, half of which was 
very noble and very agreeable, the other 
half ſomewhat barbarous and ridiculous : = 
this was the emblem of its inhabitants. 
There were within its walls at leaſt a 
hundred thouſand people, who had no 
other employment than play and diver- 
ſion. Theſe idlers were the judges of 
thoſe arts which the others cultivated, 
They were ignorant of all that paſt at 
court; though they were only four ſhort. 
miles diſtant from it: — but it ſeemed to 
be at leaſt ſix hundred thouſand miles 
off. Agreeableneſs in company, gaiety 
and frivolity, formed the important and 
ſole conſiderations of their lives: they 
were governed like children, who are 
extravagantly ſupplied with gewgaws to 
prevent their crying. If the horrors 
| which had two centuries before laid 
| _ valte 
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| waſte he country, or thoſe dreadful 
periods when one half of the nation 
maſſacred the other for ſophiſms, came 


upon the carpet, they, indeed, ſaid, This 
was not well done; then they fell a- 


| laughing, or ſinging of catches. 

In proportion as the Idlers, were po- 
liſhed, agreeable, and amiable, it was ob- 
ſerved there was a greater and more 


ſhocking contraſt between them and 5 


thoſe who were engaged in buſineſs, . 


Among the latter, or ſuch as pretend- 


ed ſo to be, there was a gang of me- 
lancholy fanatics, whoſe abſurdity . and 
| knayery. divided their character, whoſe 
appearance. alone diffuſed miſery, and 


who would have overturned the world, | 


had they been able to gain a little cre= 
dit. But the nation of Idlers, by danc- 
ing and ſinging, forced them into ob- 


ſcurity in their caverns, as the warbling 
birds drive the creaking bats back to 


their holes and. ruins, 
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130 THE PRINCESS 


A ſmaller number of thoſe who were 


occupied, were the preſervers of ancient 
barbarous cuſtoms, againſt which, na- 
ture terrified, loudly exclaimed; they 


conſulted nothing but their worm: eaten | 
regiſters. If they there diſcoyered a 


_ Fcoliſh horrid cuſtom, they conſidered it 


as a ſacred law. It was from this vile 
practice of not daring to think for 
themſelves, but extracting. their ideas 
from the ruins of thoſe times when 
no one thought at all, that in the me- 
tropolis of pleaſure there ſtill remained 


ſome ſhocking manners. Hence it was, 


that there was no proportion between 


crimes and puniſhments. A thouſand 


deaths were ſometimes inflicted upon an 
innocent victim, to make him acknow- 


ledge a crime he had not committed. 


The extravagancies of youth were 
puniſhed with the ſame ſeverity as mur- 
der or parricide. The Idlers ſcreamed 
loudly at theſe exhibitions, and the next 
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day thought no more about them, but 


were buried in the Tr of _ 5 


) 8 


new faſhion. 


This people ſaw a ele age apo, 


in which the fine arts attained a degree 


of perfection that far ſurpaſſed the moſt 


ſanguine hopes: foreigners then repair- 
ed thither, as they did to Babylon, to 


admire the great monuments of archi- 


tecture, the wonders of gardening, the 


ſublime efforts of ſculpture and painting. 
They were charmed with a ſpecies of 


muſic that reached the heart without 


1 the ears. 
True poetry, that is to ſay, fach as 


0 f 2 = 


is natural and harmonious, that which 
addreſſes the heart as well as the mind, 


was unknown to this nation 'before this 


happy period. New kinds of eloquenee 
diſplayed ſublime beauties. The theatres 


in particular re-echoed with maſter- pieces 
that no other nation ever approached. 


In a word, a good taſte prevailed in eve- 


* — to that degree, that there 
CC 
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THE PRINCESS 
were even good writers my the 


Druids. 
So many "= Jax hk branched 


even to the: ſkies, ſoon withered in an 
exhauſted ſoil. There remained but a 
very ſmall number, whoſe leaves were of 


a pale dying verdure. This decay was oc- 
caſioned by the facility of producing, 
lazineſs preventing good productions, and 
hy a ſatiety of the brilliant, and a taſte for 
the whimſical. Vanity protected arts 


that brought back times of barbarity; 
and this ſame vanity, in perſecuting real 


talents, forced them to quit their coun- 
__ the hornets baniſhed the bees. | 
There was ſcarce any real arts, ſcarce 


| vos hk genius; merit now conſiſted i in 


reaſoning right or wrong upon the merit 


of the laſt age. The dawber of a ſign- 


poſt criticiſed with an air of ſagacity the 
Works of the greateſt painters; and the 
blotters of paper disfigured the works of 
the greateſt writers. Ignorance and a 
bad taſte had Sher, daubers i in their pay; 
e - a the 
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the ſame things were repeated in a hun- 


dred volumes, under different titles. 


Every work was either a dictionary or 
a pamphlet. A Druid gazetteer wrote 
twice a week the obſcure annals of 
ſome unknown people poſſeſſed with 
the devil, and of celeſtial prodigies ope- 
rated in garrets by little beggars of both 
ſexes ; other Ex-Druids, dreſſed in 
black, ready to die with rage and hunger, 
ſet forth their complaints in a hun- 
dred different writings, that they were no 


longer allowed to cheat mankind, this 


privilege being conferred on ſome goats 
clad in grey; and ſome Arch-Druids 


were employed in ann eee 


libels. 
Amazan was quite :SnoranE. of all 


this; and even if he had been acquainted 
with it, he would have given himſelf very 


little concern about it, having his head 
filled with nothing but the princeſs of 
Babylon, the king of Egypt, and the in- 


| violable vow he had made to deſpiſe all 


„„ female 


w 

bY 

25 

BLN 

* 

T 

=o 

F 

5 

* 
WY, | 

Cy 

= 
44 , 
E.? 

_ 

* 
=, ll 
+ 2 
8 
4 

EP — i 
2 1 
: 
4% 
LY 
N $ 
4191 
5 f 
. 
t ! 


mn 


134 THE PRINCESS 


female · coquetry, in whatever dountry his 
mp. tak ſhould drive him. 

The gaping ignorant mob, whoſe cu» 
rioſity exceeds all the bounds of nature 


and reaſon, for a long time thronged 
about his unicorns; the more ſenſible 


women forced open the doors of his botel 


to contemplate. his perſon. 


He at firſt teſtified ſome deſire of 


.. viſiting the court; but ſome of the Idlers 
- who conſtituted good company, and ca- 


ſually went thither, informed him that 
it was quite out of faſhion, that times 
were greatly changed, and that all 


amuſements were confined to the city. 


He was invited that very night to ſup 
with a lady, whoſe ſenſe and talents had 


reached foreign climes, and who had 
travelled in ſome countries through 
which Amazan had paſſed, This lady 


gave him great pleaſure, as well as the 
ſociety he met at her houſe. Here reign» 


ed a decent liberty, gaiety without 


ie Wonpe: without pedaptry, and 
"5, 2008 
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wit without aſperity. He found that 
good company was not quite ideal, though 


the title was frequently uſurped by pre- 


| tenders. The next day he dined in a 


ſociety far leſs amiable, but much more 


_ voluptuous. T he more he was ſatisfied 
with the gueſts, the more they were 
_ pleaſed with him. He found his foul 
ſoften and diſſolve, like the aromatics of 
his country, which gradually melt in a 
moderate heat, and exhale in delicious 


perfumes. 5 + L 


Alfter dinner he was mat to 2 
place of public entertainment which 


was enchanting, condemned, however, 


by the Druids, becauſe it deprived them 
of their auditors, which the moſt ex- 
Cited their jealouſy. The repreſentation. 
here conſiſted of | agreeable verſes, de- 
lightful ſongs, dances which expreſſed 
the movements of the ſoul, and perſpec- 


tives that charmed the eye in deceiving 
it. This kind of paſtime, Which in- 
cluded ſo many kinds, was known only 
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136 T HE PR INCESS 


under a foreign name; it was called an 


Opera, which formerly ſignified, in the 
language of the Seven Mountains, work, 


care, occupation, induſtry, enterprize, 


buſineſs. This buſineſs enchanted him. 
A female finger, in particular, charmed 


him by her melodious voice, and 'the 
graces that accompanied her: this girl 


of buſineſs, after the performance, was 


introduced to him by his new friends. 


He preſented her with a handful of 


diamonds; for which ſhe was ſo grate- 
ful, that ſhe could not leave him all the 


' reſt of the day. He ſupped with her, 


and during the repaſt he forgot his ſo- 


briety; and after the repaſt he alſo for- 


got his vow of being ever inſenſible to 


beauty, and all the blandiſhments of 


coquetry. Whit an inſtance of hu» 
man frailty ! 


The beautiful princeſs of as ar- 
rived at this juncture, with her phænix, 


her chamber-maid Irla, and her two 
hundred Gangaridian cavaliers mounted 
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on their unicorns. It was a long while 


before the gates were opened. She im- 
mediately aſked, If the handſomeſt, the 
moſt courageous, the moſt ſenſible, and 


the moſt faithful of men was till in 


that city? The magiſtrates readily con- 
_ cluded that he meant Amazan. She 


Was conducted to his Aotel. How great | 


was the palpitation of her heart! the 
powerful operation of the tender paſſion; 


her whole ſoul was penetrated with in- 
expreſſible joy, to fee once more in her 


lover the model of conſtancy. Nothing 


could prevent her entering his cham- 


ber; the curtains were open; and ſhe 


ſaw the beautiful Amazan ſleeping i in the 


arms of a handſome brunette. They 
both ſtood in great need of reſt. 
Formoſanta expreſſed her grief with 


ſuch ſcreams as made the houſe echo, 


but which could neither wake her couſin 


or the girl of buſineſs. She ſwooned in- 


to the arms of Irla. As ſoon as ſhe had 
recovered her ſenſes, the retired from 
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this fatal chamber with grief blended | 
with rage. Irla gained intelligence of 


the young lady who paſſed ſuch ſweet 


hours with the handſome Amazan. Irla 
was told ſhe was a girl of bufineſs, very 


complaiſant, who united to her other 
talents that of ſinging very grace- 
fully. Oh! juſt heaven, oh powerful 


Oroſmade ! cried the beautiful princeſs 


of Babylon bathed in tears, by whom, and 
for whom am I thus betrayed ? He that 

could reje& for my ſake ſo many princeſ- 

ſes, to abandon re for a ſtrolling Gaul! 
| No—I can never ſurvive this affront. 


Madam, ſaid Irla to her, this is the 


diſpoſition of all young people, from one 
end of the world to the other; were 
they enamoured with a beauty deſcend- 
ed from heaven, they would at certain 
moments be unfaithful to her for the 
fake of an ale-houſe girl. 

It is done, ſaid the princeſs, I will 


never ſee him again whilſt I live: let us 
| depart this inſtant, and let the unicorns 


be 
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F BABYLON. 129 
be harneſſed. The phænix conjured her 
to ſtay at leaſt till Amazan awoke, and 
he might ſpeak to him. -He does not 
| deſerve it, ſaid the princeſs ; you would 
- cruelly offend me; he would 'think that 
I had deſired you to reproach him, and 
that I am willing to be reconciled to 
him: if you love me, do not add this 
injury to the inſult he has offered me. 
The phenix, who after all owed his 
life to the daughter of the king of 
Babylon, could not diſobey her. She 
ſet out with all her attendants. Whi- 
ther are you going, Madam? ſaid Irla 
to her. I do not know, replied the prin- 
ceſs; we will take the firſt road we find; 
provided I fly from Amazan for ever, I 
am contented. The phænix, who was 
wiſer than Formoſanta, becauſe he was 
diveſted of paſſion, conſoled her upon 
the road, He gently remonſtrated to her, 
that it was ſhocking to puniſh one ſelf 
for the faults of another; that Amazan 
had 
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wo THE PRINCESS 
had given her proofs ſufficiently ſtriking 
and numerous of his fidelity, ſo that ſhe 
ſhould forgive him for having forgot 
himſelf for one moment; that this was the 
| only one, in which he had been wantipg 
of the grace of Oroſmade ; that it would 
render him only the more conſtant in 
love and virtue for the future ; that the 
deſire of expiating his fault would raiſe 
him beyond himſelf; that it would be 
the means of increaſing her happineſs; 
that many great princeſſes before her 
had forgiven ſuch ſlips, and had no rea- 
ſon to be ſorry afterwards : and he was 
| fo thoroughly poſſeſſed of the art of per- 
ſuaſion, that Formoſanta's mind grew 
more calm and peaceable ; ſhe was now 
ſorry ſhe had ſet out fo ſoon ; ſhe thought 
her unicorns.went too faſt, but ſhe' did 
not dare return ; great was the conflict 
between her deſire of forgiving and that 
of ſhewing her rage, between her love 
and vanity.—However, her unicorns pur- 
ſued 
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ſaed this pace ; 1 . Os rants: the 


world, according to the prediction of her 

father's oracle. 
When Amazan awoke, . 0 was in- 

formed of the arrival and departure of 


Formoſanta and the phænix: he was in- 
formed of the rage and diſtraction of the 
princeſs; that ſhe had ſworn never to 


forgive him. Then, ſaid he, there is 
nothing left for me to do, but follow her, 
and kill myſelf at her feet. 

The report of this adventure drew to- 


gether his feſtive companions, who all 


remonſtrated to him, that he had much 
better ſtay with them; that nothing 
could equal the pleaſant life they led in 

the center of arts and peaceable delicate 
voluptuouſneſs; that many ſtrangers, and 


even kings, had preferred ſuch an agree- 


able enchanting repoſe, to their country 


and their thrones ; moreover, his vehicle 


; was broke, and that another was mak- 
ing for him according to the neweſt 


faſhion ; that the beſt. taylor of the 


whole 
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mn THE PRINCESS 

whole city had already cut out for him 
a dozen ſuits in the laſt taſte; that the 
moſt vivacious and moſt amiable ladies 
in the whole city, at Whoſe houſes dra- 

| matic performances were repreſented, 
had each appointed a day to give him a 
regale. The girl of bu/ineſi was in the 
mean while drinking her chocolate at her 
toilet, laughing, ſinging, and ogling the 
beautiful Amazan, who by this time 
perceived the had no more ſenſe than' a 


YE a0: 


As fincerity, cordiality, and frankneſs, 
as well as magnanimity and courage, con- 
ſtituted the character of this great prince, 
he related his travels and misfortunes to 
his friends. They knew that he was 
coufin-german to the princeſs ; they 
were informed of the fatal kiſs ſhe had 
given the king of Egypt. Such little 
tricks, ſaid they, are forgiven between 
"relations, otherwiſe one's whole life 
would paſs in perpetual uneaſineſs. No- 
ching could ſhake his , of purſuing 
|  Formo- 


OR BABYLON "296 
5 Formoſanta ; but his carriage was not 
ready, and he was compelled to remain 
three days among the Idlers, in feaſting 
and paſtimes: he, at length, took his 
leave of them, in embracing them, and 
making them accept of the diamonds of 
his country that were the beſt mounted, 

and recommending to them a conſtant 
purſuit of frivolity and pleaſure, ſince 
they; were thereby more agreeable and 
happy. The Germans, ſaid he, are the 
grey-heads of Europe; the people of 
Albion are men formed; the inhabitants 
of Gaul are the children, and I love to 
play with children. 


5811. 


His guides had no difficulty in follow- 
ing the route the princeſs had taken; 
there was nothing elſe talked of but her 
and her large bird. All the inhabitants 
were fill 1 in a ſtate of faſcination. The 
E 5 lan "IO 
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people of L Dalmatia and the Mark: of 
Ancona were lately ſurpriſed in a man- 
ner leſs agreeable, when they ſaw a houſe 
fly in the air; the banks of the Loire, 
of the Dordogne, the Garonne, and the 
Gironde, ful” echoed with acclama- 
tions. * | 
When i nk 4 Gave of 
the \ Pyrenees; | the magiſtrates and 
Druids of the country made him dance, 
whether he would or not, a Tambou- 
rin; but as ſoon as he cleared the Py- 
Fences, nothing preſented itſelf. that 
was either gay or joyous. If he here 
and there heard a peaſant ſing, it was 
a doleful ditty: the inhabitants ſtalked 
with much gravity, having a few ſtrung 
| beads and a girted poniard. The na- 
tion, cloathed in black, appeared to be in 
mourning. If Amazan's ſervants aſked 
paſſengers any queſtions, they were an- 
ſwered by: ſigns; if they went into an 
inn, the hoſt acquainted his gueſts in 
three Fend that there was nothing in the 
e, | 
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or BABY L ON. 146. 
houſe; but that the things For ſo preſ-, 
fiogly be Wah be fetched a fem 


miles oft c al 11 
When theſe votaries to eee 45 
were aſked if they had ſeen, the beauti- | 
fol princeſs of Babylon palſs,' they an- 
ſwered with leſs brevity than uſual, We 
have ſeen her; ſhe is not ſo handſome 3 
there are no beauties that are not tawny z 
| ſhe diſplays a boſom of alabaſter, which 
is the moſt diſguſting thing in the world, 
and which is ſcarce known in * 
e - . 
Amazan advanced townrde has pros 
vince watered by the Betis. The Ty- 
rians had not diſcovered this country 
above twelve thouſand years, about the 
time they diſcovered the great Atlantide 
Ile, inundated for ſo many centuries al- 
ter. The Tyrians cultivated Betica, 
which the natives of the country had. ne- ; 
ver done, being of opinion that it was 
not their place to meddle with any thing, 
and that their neighbours the Gauls 
L _ ſhould 
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ſhould come and cultivate their lands. 


The Tyrians had brought with them 


ſome Paleſtines, who, from that time, 
wandered through every clime where 
money was to be got. The Paleſtines, 


by extraordinary uſury, at fifty per cent. 


had poſſeſſed themſelves of almoſt all the 


' riches of the country. This made the 
people of Betica imagine the Paleſtines 
were ſorceters; and all thoſe who were 


accuſed of witchcraft were burnt with- 


were called the Inquiſitors, or the An- 


tropolaien. Theſe prieſts . immediately 
put them on a maſquerade habit, ſeized 


upon their effects, and devoutly repeat- 


ed the Paleſtines own prayers, whilſt 
| they were baking by a flow fire, _ 


PFamor de Dios. 


The princeſs of Babylon alighted in 
ou city which has ſince been called 
Sevilla. Her deſign was to embark up- 
on the Betis to return by Tyre to Baby- 


lon, and ſee again king Belus her father, 


o 
n 1 * 
oy, | 5 and 
, : ( a 
- . 
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OF BABYLON. wa 
aha forget, if poſſible, her perfidious 
lover, or at leaſt aſk him in marriage; 
She ſent for two Paleſtines who tranſa 
acted all the buſineſs = the court. 
They were to furniſn her with three 
ſhips. The ph#nix made all the necefs 
fary contracts with them, and ſettled: the 

Pong after ſme little diſpute. 
The hoſteſs was a great devotee, and 
her huſbatid, who was not leſs religions, 
was a Familiar ; that is to ſay, a ſpy- of 
the Druid Thquiſitors Autropobuier. He 

failed” not to inforin them, that in his 

houſe was a Sorcereſs and two Paleſtines 
who were entering into a compact witk 
the devil, Jifguiſed like a large gilt bird? 

The Inquifitors having learnt tat the 
lady was poſſeſſed of a large quantity of 

diamonds, ſwore point blank that the - 
was a Sortcereſs : they waited till night 
to impriſon the two hundred cavaliers 
and the unicorns, which ſlept in very 
extenſive ſtables ; 3 for the 3 _ 
| cowards, WOT Fa 
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143 THE PRINCESS | 
.. Haying ſtrongly barricaded the gates, 


they ſeized the princeſs and Icla ; but | 


they could not catch the phænix, who 
flew away with great ſwiftneſs; he did 
not doubt of meeting with Amazan up- 
on the road from Gaul to Sevilla. 
He met him upon the frontiers of Be- 
tica, and acquainted him with the diſ- 


aſter that had befallen the princeſs... 
Amazan was ſtruck ſpeechleſs with rage; 
he armed himſelf with a ſteel cuiraſs 


damaſquined with gold, a lance twelve 


feet long, two javelins, and an edged | 


{word called the Thunderer, which at one 
fingle ſtroke would rend trees, rocks, and 


Druids: he covered his beautiful head 


with a golden caſque, ſhaded with heron 
and oftrich feathers.— This was the 


ancient armour of Magog, which his 
ſiſter Aldea gave him when upon his 


journey in Scythia. The few atten- 


Gants we had with him all mounted their 


nix, 


\ Amazan, i in embracing his dear phæ- 
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"OF BABYLON. 149 
nix, uttered only theſe melancholy! ex- 
preſſions: I am guilty ! Had I not ſlepft 


with a girl of bz/inzſs in the city of the 


Idlers, the princeſs of Babylon would not 
have been in this alarming ſituation 3 


let us fly to the Antropokaies.” He pre-. 


ſently entered Sevilla, Fifteen hundred 
Alguazils guarded the gates of the . 
cloſure in which the two hundred Gan- 


garids and their unicorns were ſhut up, 


without being allowed any thing to eat: 


all the neceſſary preparations were mak- 
ing for the ſacrifice of the princeſs of 


Babylon, her chamber-maid _—_ and _ | 


two rich Paleſtines. 

The high Antropolaie, ſurrounded 65 
his ſubaltern Antropokaies, was alread y 
ſeated upon his ſacred tribunal: a crowd 


of Sevillians, wearing ſtrung beads at 


their girdles, joined their two hands 
without uttering a ſyllable; when the 


beautiful princeſs, Irla, and the two 


Paleſtines, were brought forth with their 


L3 38 hands 


159 THE PRINCESS. 
hands. tied behind their backs, and aan. 
| ſedin maſquerade habits. Wa 


The phænix entered the priſon * 3 
dotmer window, whilſt the Gangarids 


had begun to break open the doors. The 
invigcible Amazan ſhattered them with- 
out. They ſallied forth all armed upon 


their unicotus, and Amagan put himſelf 


at their head. He bad, no difficulty in 


overthrowing the Alguazils, the Fami- 
liars, or the prieſts; called Antrapolaies; 


each unicorn pierced. dozens. at a time. 


The thundering Amazan cut to pieces 


all he met; the people flew away in 


black cloaks and dirty frize, always keep. 
ing faſt hold of their bleſt We . 


3 


amor de Dios. e 1 


Amazan collared the high — 
upon his tribunal, and threw, him upon 
the pile, which was prepared about forty 
paees diſtant; and he alſo. caſt upon it 
the, other Inquiſitors, one after the other, 
He _ pee aff at Formo- 
27 r ſanta 5 


or BABYLON.. | Igk, 
ſanta's feet. Ah! how amiable are ou. 
: faid ſhe "R and how F ſhould adore Tok: 
| if you had not been faithleſs to me with 
| a girl of buſineſs! 3 
_ Whilſt Amazan was making his peace. 
with the princeſs, whilſt his Gangarids 
caſt upon. the pile the bodies of all the 
 Antropokaies, and the flames aſcended 
to the clouds, Amazan ſaw an army that 
approached him at a diſtance., An aged 
monarch with a crown upon his bead, 
advanced upon a car, drawn by eight 
mules, harneſſed with ropes ; an hun- 
dred other cars followed. They were | 
accompanied by grave looking men in 
black cloaks or frize, mounted upon, ve- 
ry fine horſes : a multitude of People wit 
greaſy hair, followed ſilently on foot, | 
Amazan immediately drew up A 
Gangarids: about him, and advanced with 
his lance couched. As ſoon as the king 
perceived him he took off his crown, 
lighted. from his car, and embraced 
Amazan's ſtirrup, ſaying to him : Man 
Ls ent 
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ſent by the gods, you are the avenger of 
human kind, the deliverer of my country, 
Theſe ſacred monſters, of which you 
have purged the earth, were my maſters, 
in the name of the Old Man of the Se- 
ven Mountains : © was forced to ſuffer 
their criminal power. My people would 


8 have deſerted me, if I had only been in- 


clined to moderate their abominable 


crimes. From this moment I breathe, 
J reign, and am indebted to you for it. 


He afterwards reſpectfully kiſſed For- 


 moſanta's hand, and entreated her to 


get into his goach (drawn by fix mules). 
with Amazan, Irla, and the phænix. 
The two Paleſtine bankers, who ſtill re- 
mained proſtrate on the ground through 
fear and acknowledgment, now raiſed 
their heads; and the troop of unicorns 


followed the king of Betica into his 


| palace, 7 
As the dignity of a king who reigned 


z over a people of characteriſtic gravity, 
: ques, that his mules en go at a 


very 


OF BABYL ON - we 
very flow pace, Amazan and Formoſan- ; 
ta had time to relate to him their adven- 


curbs; He alſo converſed with the phe- 
nix, admiring and frequently embracing 
him. He cafily comprehended how 
brutal and barbarous the people of the 
Weſt ſhould be conſidered, who eat ani- 
mals, and did not underſtand their lan- 
guage; that the Gangarids alone had 


preſerved the nature and dignity of pri- 


mitive man; but he particularly agreed, 


| that the moſt barbarous of mortals were 


the Antropokaies, of whom Amazan had 


juft purged the earth. He inceſſantly 5 
bleſſed and thanked him. The beautiful 

| Formoſanta had already forgot the ad- 
venture of the girl of bufineſs, and had 


her ſoul filled with nothing but the va- 
Jour of the hero who had' preſerved her 
life. Amazan being acquainted with the 
| Innocence of the embrace ſhe had given 


the king of Egypt, and the reſurrection 


of the phænix, taſted the pureſt joy, and 
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was intoxicated wh. che moſt violent 


love. 
They dined at t the a but had a 

very. indifferent repaſt. The cooks of 

Betica were the worſt in Europe, | Ama- | 


kan adviſed the king to ſend for ſome 


from Gaul. The king's muſicians per- 
formed during the repaſt, that celebrat- 
ed air which has ſince been called the 
Follies of. Spain. After dinner matters of 


buſineſs came upon the carpet. 


The king enquired of the handſome 


| Amazan, the beautiful Formoſanta, and 
the charming phænix, what they pro- 


poſed doing. For my part, ſaid Ama- 
zan, my intention is to return to Baby- 


. lon, of which I am the preſumptive heir, 


and to- requeſt of my uncle Belus my 


| coufin-german, the incomparable For- 


moſanta, unleſs he would rather chuſe to 


live with me among the Gangarids. 


My deſign certainly i is, ſaid the prin- 


ceſs, never 46, ſeparate - from. my couſin- 


german. 


A 


OF, BABYLON, 71 
german. But Li imagine he will agree 
with me, that I ſhould return firſt to my 

father, becauſe he only gave me leave to 
go upon a pilgrimage. to Baſſora, and I 
have wandered all over the world. For 
my part, ſaid the phænix, I. will every 
where follow theſe two tender bete 
lovers. . 
ou are in the cake, faid the 18 of 
| Betica; but your return to Babylon i is 
not: ſo eaſy as you may imagine. I re- 
ceive daily intelligence from that country 
by Tyrian ſhips, and my Paleſtine bank- 
ers, who keep a correſpondence with all 
the people of the earth. The people 
are all in arms towards the Euphrates 
and the Nile. The king of Scythia 
claims the inheritance of his wife, at the 
head of three hundred thouſand warriors: 
on horſeback, The kings of Egypt and 
as are alſo laying. waſte the banks of 
the Tyger and the Euphrates, each at 
the head of three hundred thquſand men, 
WAR e e of being laughed at. : 
n - Whilſt 


5 


x56 THE PRINCESS 
Whilſt the king of Egypt is abſent from 
his country, his foe the king of Ethio- 
pia is ravaging Egypt with three hun- 
dred thouſand men; and the king of 
Babylon has as yet only fix hundred thou- 
ſand men to defend himſelf. + 
' Tacknowkedge to you, continued the 
King, when I hear of thoſe prodigious 
armies which are diſembogued from the 
Eaft, and their aſtoniſhing magnificence ; 
when I compare them to our triffing bo- 
dies of twenty or thirty thouſand ſoldiers, 
which it is ſo difficult to cloath and 
nouriſh; I am inclined to think the 
EBeaſtem ſubſiſted long before the Weſtern 
| | hemiſphere. It ſhould ſeem that we | 
ſprung. only: jelteiduy 4 from chaos and 
3 5 | 
_ - Sire, ſaid Amazan; ths laſt comers: WY 
e em thoſe who firſt began 
_ the career. It is thought in my counn 
try that man was firſt created in aa 
WI ur this 1 am not certain of. $1, 
—_ And. ſaid the king of Betica to the 
1 3 pPheænix, 
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OF BABYLON. ry7 
phænix, what do you think? Sice, te- 
plied the phznix, I am as yet too young 
to have any knowledge concerning anti- 
quity. 1 have lived only about twenty- 
ſeven thouſand years; but my father, who 
had lived five times that age, told me 
he had learnt from his father, that the 

countries of the Eaſt had always been 
more populous and richer than the others. 
It had been tranſmitted. to him from his 
_ anceſtors, that the generation of all ani- 
mals had begun upon the banks of the 
Ganges. For my part, ſaid he, I have 


not the vanity to be of this opinion. 1 


cannot believe that the foxes of Albion, 
| the marmots of the Alps, and the walves 
of Gaul, are deſcended. from my Ccoun- 
try: in the like manner, I do not be- 
lieve that the firs and oaks of your 
country deſcended from the palm and 


cocoa⸗ trees of Iod is. 
But whence are we deſcended, then? 
Laid the king. I. do not know, faid the 
phænix; al. 1 want to N ir, w i- 
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ther the beautiful princeſs of Babylon 


and my dear Atnazan may repair. I ve= 
ry much queſtion, ſaid the king, whe- 
ther with his two hundred unicorns he 
wilt be Able to deſtroy fo | iy armies of 


| three hundred thouſand n men each. Why 
not? faid Amazan. „ | 


The king of Betica felt the Rates of 


this ſublime queſtion, Why not? but he 
| imagined ſublimity alone was not ſuffi- 
cient againſt innumerable armies, I ad- 
viſe you, {aid he, to ſeek the king of 


Ethiopia; ; I am related to that black 


prince, through my Paleſtines. 1 will 


give you recommendatory letters to him : 
as be is at enmity with the king of 


| Egypt, he will be but too happy to be ; 


ſtrengthened by your alliance. I can 
aſſiſt you with two thouſand ſober brave 


men; and i it will depend upon yourſelf 2 


to engage as many more of the people 


who refide, or rather ſkip about the foot 


of the Pyrenees, and who are called 


1 Ve: or Vaſcons. Send ohe of yout 


| Warriors 


JJ ² . ᷣ ᷣ ᷣͤK˙—ͥ' ET TT 


will not quit the caſtle, / that" is; the 


thatched cottage of his father to ſerve 
you. 25 They are indefatigable, courage 


Weait their arrival, we will give you fefti= 
vals, and prepare your ſhips. I cangot 
too much nnn wad ſervice 2 


have done m. 2 fly. 


Amazan enjoyed the 3 of hides 
ing recovered Formoſanta, and taſted in 
tranquility her converſation, and all the 
| charms of reconciled love, which are 

almoſt equal to a growing paſſion. 

A troop of proud joyous Vaſcons ſ6ow 
arrived, dancing a tambourin. The 


other haughty grave troop of Beticans 


were ready. The old ſun-burnt King 


tenderly. embraced the two lovers; n 


ſent great quantities of arms, beds, 


cheſts, boards, black cloaths, onions, | 
ſheep, fowls, flower, and particulat- 


7 bee, on board the mips, int 
vitily 
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warriors upon an unicorn with a few - 
diamonds, there is not a Vaſron that 
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wiſhing them a happy voyage, invariable 
love, and many victories. | _ 

The fleet approached the ſhore . 
it ĩs ſaid that many ages after the Phe- 
nician lady Dido, fiſter to one Pygma- 


| lion, and wife to one Sicheus, having 
left the city of Tyre, came and founded 


the ſuperb city of Carthage, in cutting a 
bulls hide into thongs, according to 
the teſtimony of the graveſt authors of 


antiquity, who never related fables, and 
according to the profeſſors who haye 


written for young boys; though, after all, 
there never was a perſon at Tyte named 
Pygmalion, Dido, or Sicheus, which 


Names are entirely Greek ; and though, 


in fine, there was no 6 0 of I. in 
thoſe times. 1 

Proud Carthage was not then a Go 
port; there were at that time only a few 
Numidians there, who dried fiſh in the 
ſun. They coaſted along Eizacenes, the 
Syrthes, the fertile banks where ſince 


. . and we great Cherſoneſe. 5 
5 OW 


4, « ak. 6 - £ - 
1 ta - ; 
ry 


— 


They at length arvived! towards the 
Gb flood of the ſacred Nile. It was at 


the extremity of this fertile land that the 


ready received in the port of Canope, 
without knowing whether the god Ca- 
nope had founded this port, or whether 
the inhabitants had manufactured the 
god; whether the ſtar Canope had given 
its name to the city, or whether the 


city had beſtowed it upon the ſtar: 
all that was known of this matter Was, 
the city and the ſtar were both very an- 


cient; and this is all that can be known 
of the origin of + of what nature 
ſoever they may be. 

It was here that the king of Ethiopia, 
having ravaged all Egypt, ſaw the in- 


vincible Amazan and the adorable For- 
moſanta come on ſhore. He took one 
for the god of war, and the other: for 


the goddeſs of beauty. Amazan preſent- 


ed to him the letter of recommendation 


from the king: of Spain. The king of 
= M Ethiopia 


chips of all commercial nations were al- 
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and the Scythians ; and that they would 
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Ethiopia immediately entertained them 
with ſome admirable feſtivals, according 
to the indiſpenſable cuſtom of heroic 


times, They then conferred about their 


expedition to exterminate the three hun- 


dred thouſand men of the king of Egypt, 


the three hundred thouſand of the em- 
peror of the Indies, and the three hun- 
dred thouſand of the great Kan. of the 
Scythians, who laid ſiege to the im- 
menſe, proud, ann * of Bo 


bylon. 


The two hundred n whom 
Amazan had brought with him, ſaid, 
that they had nothing to do with the 
king of Ethiopia's ſuccouring Babylon; 
that it was ſufficient their king had or- 
dered them to go and deliver it; and that 
they were formidable enough for this 
expedition. 

The Vaſcons vl, they: bad performed 
many other exploits ; that they would 
alone defeat the Egyptians, the Indians, 


not 


8 


% 
* 
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not mute With che Spaniards unleſs theſe 


were in the rear-guard, 


The two hundred Gangarids could 
not refrain from laughing at the preten= _ 


ſions of their allies, and they maintain- 
ed, that with only one hundred unicorns, 


they could put to flight all the kings of 


the earth. The beautiful Formoſanta 
appeaſed them by her prudence, and by 
her enchanting diſcourſe. - Amazan pre- 
ſented to the black monarch his Ganga- 


rids, his unicorns, his Spaniards, his 


Vaſcons, and his beautiful bird. | 
Every thing was ſoon ready to march 
by Memphis, Heliopolis, Arſinoe, Petra, 


Artemitis, Sora, and Apameus, to attack 


the three kings, and to proſecute this 


memorable war, before which all the 7 


Wars ever waged by man, were no- 
thing more than mere cock-fights. 
Every one knows how the king of 


Ethiopia became enamoured with the 


beautiful Formoſanta, and how he ſur- 
prized her in bed, when a gentle ſleep 


M 2 TO cloſed 
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166 THE PRINCESS | 
| cloſed her long eye-laſhes. We remem- 
ber that Amazan, a witneſs of this ſpec- 


tacle, thought he ſaw day and night in 
bed together. It is no ſecret that Ama- 


zan, enraged at the inſult, drew his 


thundering ſword, with which he cut off 


and drove all the Ethiopians out of 


Egypt-—Are not theſe prodigies' written 


Fame has with her hundred tongues, pro- 


claimed the victories he gained over the 


three kings with bis Spaniards, his 
Vaſcons, and his unicorns. He reſtored 
the beautiful Formoſanta to her father; 
He ſet at liberty all his miſtreſs's train, 
whom the king of Egypt had reduced to 
davery. The great Kan of the Scythians 


declared himſelf his | vaſſal; 3 and his mar- | 
riage was confirmed with princeſs Aldea. 


The invincible and generous Amazan, 


acknowledged the heir of the kingdom 


of Babylon, entered the city in triumph 
with the e hænix, in the preſence of a 
bundred 
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his matriage far ſurpaſſed that which king 
Belus had given. The bull Apis was 


ſerved up roaſted at table. The kings 


of Egypt and India were cup- bearers to 
the married pair; and theſe nuptials 
were celebrated by five hundred _ 


poets of Babylon. 2 - 


Oh! Muſes, who are confine in- 
voked at the beginning of a work, I only 


implore you at the end. It is needleſs: 
> reproach me with ſaying grace, .with- 
cout having faid Senedicite. But, Muſes! 


you will not be leſs my patroneſſes. Pre- 
vent, I beſeech you, any ſupplemental | 


ſcribblers ſpoiling, by their fables, the 


truths which 1 have taught mortals in 
this faithful narrative; in the manner. 

they have falſified. Candide, L'Ingenu; 
and the chaſte adventures of the chaſte 


Jane, which have been disfigured" by an 


Ex-Capuchin, in verſes wotthy of Ca- 
puchins, in the Batavian editions. May 


"oy not do. this injury to my typogra- 


My phiſt, 
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166 THE PRINCESS 
phiſt, who has a numerous family, and 


who is ſcarce dle to obtain types, 


paper and ink. | 
Oh! Muſes, ramets lovin upon the 
deteſtable Coge, chattering profeſſor of 


the college of Mazarin, who, not con- 


tented with the moral diſcourſes of Beli- 


ſarius and the emperor Juſtinian, has 


Written vile defamatory libels againſt 


theic two great men. 
Sag that pedant Larcher, bong though 
jar ignorant of the ancient Babylo- 


nian tongue, without ever having travel- 
led, as I have, upon the banks of the. 


Euphrates and the Tiber, has had the 


impudence to maintain, that the beauti- 


ful Formoſanta, daughter to the greateſt 


king in the world, and princeſs Aldea, and 
all the women of this reſpectable court pro- ; 
ſtituted themſelves to the grooms of Aſia 
for money, in the great temple of Baby- 


lon. This college libertine, the declared 


. foeof you and ſhame, accuſes the beautiful 


Egyptians of Mendes, of being enamour- 
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OP BABYLON. 167 
ed with nothing but goats; ſecretly pro- 
poſing to himſelf, from this example, 
to make a tour to Egypt, and e lome 
agreeable intriguer ??? VA | 
- Being as little acquainted with modern 
hiſtory as antiquity, he inſinuates, in or- 
der to ingratiate himſelf with ſome old 
dowager, that our incomparable Ninon 
lay, at the age of fourſcore, with the 
abbe Gedouin, member of the French 
accademy, and that of Inſcriptions and 
Belles Lettres. He never heard of the 


— — 8 = 
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4 abbe Chateauneuf, whom he takes for 

[| the abbé Gedouin. He is as little ac- 4 
| quainted with Ninon as he is with the 7 * 
| ladies of Babylon. bnd 


Muſes, daughters of heaven, your foe 
1 goes ſtill farther; he pens long 
elogiums in favour of pederaſty, and has 
the inſolence to ſay, that all the Bambins 

of my country are addicted to this infa- 
mous practice. He thinks to eſcape by 


| - encreaſing the number of the guilty. 
3 Chaſte and noble M uſes, who equally 
| 6 deteſt 
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168) THE PRINCESS 
deteſt pedantry and pederaſty, os | | 


r Larcher! 


And you Mr. Aliboron, wha; call : 
yourſelf Freron, as you formerly did a 


| Jeſuit ; you, whoſe Parnaſſus is ſome- 


times at. the Biſſttre, and ſometimes at 
the corner alchouſe ; you, who have re- 
ceived ſo much juſtice upon all the ſtages 


of Europe, in the decent comedy of the 


Bcgſſaiſe; you, the worthy ſon of the 


prieſt Desfontaines, the offspring of 


his amours with thoſe beautiful children 
who-carry an iron, and are blind-folded 
like the ſon of Venus, and who like 


him fly into the air, though they never 


go beyond the tops of chimneys; my 
dear Aliboron, for whom I always enter- 
tained ſo much affection, and who made 


me hugh for a month inceſſantly at the 


time of the repreſentation of the Ezo/- 


' Jaife; 1 recommend-to you my Princeſs 


of Babylon: fay every thing you can 

againſt it, that it may be read. 
bal not here forget you, Ecclefiaſti- 
yo „ 
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8 BABYLON. 169 
cal Gazeteer, illuſtrious orator of the 


| Convulfonnaires, father of the church 


founded by the abbe Becherand and A- 


braham Chaumeix; fail not to ſay in 


your writings, equally pious, eloquent, 


and ſenſible, that the Princeſs of Baby- 


lon is a heretic, a deiſt, and an atheiſt. 


But above all, endeavour to prevail upon 


the Sieur Riballier to have the princeſs 
of Babylon condemned by the Sorbonne : : 
you will, thereby, afford my bookſeller 


| much pleaſure, to whom I have given 
this little hiſtory for his new year's eilt. 
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